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April 16-20
The Week of the Young Child highlights the
importance of families, early childhood
professionals, and communities working
together to support every child’s healthy
development and early learning. The Week
of the Young Child has been celebrated
since 1971! All young children need and
deserve high-quality early learning
experiences that will prepare them for life,
and we have a great opportunity to do our
part to help young children. Week of the
Young Child is time to recognize the
importance of early learning for all young
children, and to bring the community
together to help give all young children a
great start.
Our classrooms have activities planned
to celebrate the Week of the Young Child,
and we will have a center wide
celebration on Friday, April 20.
You are invited join us for breakfast from
7:00-8:30 before we parade around the
community. We have also invited local
legislators and ECCC board members.
Allyson will be giving tours at 8:30 to any of
the local legislators and anyone else who is
interested in learning a little bit about what
we do here and why high quality early
learning programs are so vital to so many
people. Check your child’s baskets for more
information soon and join us as we parade
on campus and through the community on
April 20!

One Book, Every Young Child
This initiative is a joint effort of state agencies,
libraries, museums and statewide nonprofit
organizations. The partners are seeking to
involve adults and children statewide in sharing
and talking about books and stories. ECCC is
participating by having guest readers come in
the month of April. We hope to have several
guest readers lined up throughout the month! If
you are interested in being a guest reader,
please stop in the office!
Have you done your taxes yet?
It’s not too late to sign up through VITA to get
your taxes done for free, and locally! Families
that make $62,000 or less qualify. Call 2-1-1 for
an appointment right here in Etown. Hurry, taxes
are due April 15th!!

Benefits of Early Childhood Education:
Vicki Palmer asserts that "from my
professional experience of more than 35
years as a preschool teacher, I have
identified 13 essential benefits of early
childhood education:”
1. Socialization
2. Concept of Cooperation
3. Encouraging Holistic Development
4. Enthusiasm for Lifelong Learning
5. Convey the Value of Education Through
Experience
6. Respect
7. Teamwork
8. Resilience
9. Concentration
10. Patience
12. Confidence and Self-Esteem
13. Exposure to Diversity
Source: "The 13 Key Benefits of Early Childhood
Education: A Teacher’s Perspective," by Vicki
Palmer, The Huffington Post, August 6, 2015

http://mail.ccie.com/go/eed/18774

Inchworm News
April 2018
Dear Families,
March Recap
March was a fun month in the Inchworm room, learning about baby animals and the color green. We painted
green shamrock pictures, read stories, sang songs and talked about baby animals and green things. We
practiced our gross motor skills through active play, especially enjoying the green tunnel.
Personal Achievement
Amelia is now walking independently. She really enjoys putting the shapes in and out of the shape bucket,
asking the teacher for “help” taking the lid off of the bucket. Amelia had fun helping to move furniture around
the room when the teachers were cleaning out the book corner. She has been a big helper to the teachers this
month, putting toys into bins when it is time to clean up.
Leo is very sure on his feet now, outrunning the teachers at times, especially when he needs a diaper changed
or it is time for his nap. He really enjoyed working with Alexander and Amelia move the cribs and sensory table
as they “helped” the teachers clean out the book corner. Leo likes to read books, often bringing one to the
teacher to read with him. He is becoming very adept with his spoon, feeding himself more and different foods
each week.
Alexander has begun to stand independently for a few seconds at a time. He is saying several new words,
including ball and row-row. Xander really enjoys dancing when the teachers put on a dance CD, bouncing along
and laughing as the teachers demonstrate their awesome dance talent with the twist or the YMCA. He also
demonstrates his strength by helping his friends to move cribs and by independently moving the sensory table.
Anna is crawling on her hands and knees now, doing her best to keep up with her friends as they move about
the room. She is pulling up to stand at the shelves and tables, and quickly learning to empty the bins faster
than the teachers can refill them with the scattered toys. Anna is beginning to eat foods from the toddler
menu, enjoying every bite. She has fun exploring the playhouse with the other mobile babies..
Hadassa has mastered sitting up, and enjoys sitting with her friends and exploring toys. She laughs with glee
when Amelia crawls toward her laughing and smiling. Hadassa smiles and bounces as soon as a teacher starts
to sing a song, and then later will sing for the teachers as she plays. She spends a lot of time exploring books,
looking at the pictures and tasting the pages.
Carson is becoming very mobile, moving himself around the room on his tummy by spinning in circles or
scooting backwards. He watches his friends crawling, and lifts his arms and legs from the floor and kicks as
hard and fast as he can, trying to make himself move forward to them. Carson is beginning to sit up
independently, still tipping over when he concentrates on the toys or his friends. He is trying out many new
sounds, from screams of glee to loud inhaling.
Looking Ahead: In April, we will learn about spring and the color yellow. We will read books and sing songs
about spring. We will paint yellow pictures and talk about things that are yellow. We will continue to work on
our large and fine motor skills, and learning signs and words and songs.
The Inchworm Staff-Miss Chris and Miss Susie

Fireflies’ April News
Yay! I think spring is here! Even though it came in with a bang we are hoping for a few nice days
to enjoy the great outdoors. Please remember we do go out early and it is still chilly, so please
bring in jackets and hats so we can keep them warm.
What we did last month
During Farm week we had out the barnyard bingo set. Brandon, Hunter, August, and Owen
really enjoyed putting the “coin” in the slot and listening to the boing of them coming out. They
really do like experimenting with creating sounds! We have been playing a tape of sounds and
having the children guess what the sound is. I was really surprised at how many they know!
This was a favorite activity for Casey, Avery, Hudson, and Zoe. They have really honed their
listening skills!
Julia, Evelyn, Harper, and Dominic had a lot of fun planting the seeds. We are hoping they get
to watch them grow into flowers!
Israel, Andrew, and Landon had fun with the farm play set. I loved watching them make the
sounds of the different farm animals.
What we are doing this month.
This month is going to be about earth. Some things we will talk about range from worms to
bugs. We will also talk about construction vehicles. There is a big interest in dump trucks and
diggers among this group. Clifford, and the Week of the Young Child will be included.
Watch for more information on the Week of the Young Child, April 16-20!
The song of the month (we are hoping it helps chase winter away)
Mr. Sun
Oh Mr. Sun, Sun Mr. Golden Sun please shine down on me
Oh Mr. Sun, Sun Mr. Golden Sun hiding behind that tree
These little children are asking you
To please come out so we can play with you
Oh Mr. Sun, Sun Mr. Golden Sun
Please shine down on
Please shine down on
Please shine down on me.

Chipmunk Chatter

April 2018

What do you know about eggs?
Brooklyn – You eat them.
Oliver – Brown and white are good but not green ones.
Barrett – You can eat them but I don’t like them.
Nola – Baby hide in them.
Henoc – Eat them.
Brianna – Mommy and Daddy will read a book to me.
Dallas – We can eat eggs.
Marleigh – Eggs with peanut butter.
Kennedy – I have eggs at my house in the refrigerator and cold.
Peyton – Eggs are food.
Sydney – I like to eat eggs.
Units of Study
April 2 – Spring
April 9 – Rain and Puddle
April 16 – Week of the Young Child
April 23 – Earth Week
April 30 - Dinosaurs

Bluebirds Newsletter
April 2018

Dear Parents,
In March, we learned about Pets, specifically dogs and cats. We discussed what dogs and cats have (focusing on
their different body parts), what they can do, and what they need. A large container of stuffed dogs with carriers, dog
dishes, toys, and pretend vet tools was added to the Dramatic Play center. The children loved to pretend to be dogs
while another child pretended to be their owner. The children also pretended to take care of the stuffed dogs. We made
a class graph of all of our pets, and we analyzed the graph, stating which animal we had the most of and which one we
had the least amount of. The graph showed that we have more dogs than any other pet. In total, our class has 12 dogs!
Then we learned about Caterpillars and Butterflies. We learned the life cycle of a butterfly and the children were so
amazed how a caterpillar transforms into a butterfly. The children kept asking, “How does it do that?!?” We created
butterfly symmetry paintings, coffee filter butterflies, and butterfly sun catchers that are on the windows in the
classroom. The following week our theme was Spring is Here! We read books and learned about the new season, what
the weather is like, and what plants, animals, and people do in the spring. We played the game, Lucky Ducks, with a bit
of a twist, using numbers underneath the ducks instead of colors, for a fun math activity. We also pretended to dig and
plant artificial flowers or create bouquets in the sensory table. To close the month, our theme was Easter/Eggs. We
sorted animals that come from eggs vs. animals that don’t come from eggs. We made our own egg shakers, explored
Easter grass with plastic eggs, and used jelly beans for sorting, addition, and graphing.
Question of the Month: “What Do You Like To Do In The Spring?”
Adelyn – “I want to help my Daddy plant his flowers. I help him water them to help our flowers grow.”
Bentley – “Dig dirt and play with toys, play with Pappy with Transformers.”
Cole – “See ducks.”
Cora M. – “I like to play with bunnies.”
Cora S. – “Take my jacket off, go down in the woods, and find bunnies.”
Ellis – “I like to jump in the mud.”
Emelia – “I like to wear no shoes and no coat.”
Madison – “Eat an apple, plant a seed, and it comes up into a flower.”
Reed – “Play basketball and soccer and baseball and play hide-and-seek.”
Shawn – “I like to throw my Eagles football with Pappy.”
Weekly Themes:
April 2nd – 6th:
April 9th – 13th:
April 16th – 20th:
April 23rd – 27th:
April 30th – May 4th:

Rain/Rainbows
Life Cycles
“The Week of the Young Child”
Earth Day/Recycling
Worms/Birds

Special Dates:
April 25th:
Pals with Explorers
April 27th:
Happy 4th Birthday Emelia!

Cub/Hive Newsletter
April 2018

April Birthdays:

2—Maggie
9—Christina
Recap of March
March was full of fun themes and events! We talked about Spring and the Weather
(listened to soothing rain and wind sounds while eating lunch), tried to do some Irish
dancing, had fun sorting baby animals into many categories, learned all about eggs
and had an Easter egg hunt! We also discussed multiple scenarios that had a problem
they needed to figure out what to do, such as:




They

wanting to join a group of friends to play
someone makes fun of you
you accidently pushed someone down and hurt them
someone took your toy or wouldn’t share, etc.
did a great job of solving the situations!

Themes for this month:
Apr.2-6
Apr.9-13
Apr.16-20
Apr.23-27
Apr.30-May 4

—Frogs/fish
—Pond (Wetlands and Aquatic ecosystem)
—Week of the Young Child
Watch for more information on this fun week!
—Our Earth
—Garden (part one of two)

Explorers/Investigators Newsletter
April 2018
April 2 – 6: Circus - We are going to create activities for under the big top for the Chipmunks, Blue
birds and Cubs to do in our classroom on Friday. We will create this as a project approach activity.

April 9 – 13: we will begin an author study of Kevin Henkes. Many of his books deal with family and
feelings. We often get more tired in the spring because we may be staying up later due to the nicer
weather or family members playing spring sports. Several of our children have or will be having new
siblings. Kevin Henkes has several book discussing this matter as well.
April 16 – 20: The Week of the Young Child. This week is to advocate what high quality early
childhood education is all about.






Monday is Music Everywhere!
Tuesday is Taco Tuesday! Creating healthy eating habits in children. Do you know the best eating habits are
made by families eating at the table together?
Wednesday is Work Together Wednesday.
Thursday we will create different kinds of art.
Friday is Family Day! We will also be walking downtown to visit Representative Hickernell

April 23 - 27 Earth Day and recycle reduce reuse
We will be creating our own globe this week.
There will be no fox class that week so we have many hands to work on this project. Also Miss Jess
will be on vacation at the end of this week.
April 30 – May 4 Birds… We hope to look for birds and be able to identify the ones we see. We will
create an edible birds nest.

Project Approach
Phase 1
 Planning and Initial Exploration
 Provoke curiosity
 Create web of what we know
 Organize those ideas
 Discuss questions the children may have
Phase 2
 Investigation
 Investigate information through books, first hand knowledge and the internet
 Provide materials for creating
 Solve problems
Phase 3
 Share the learning
 Make a plan
 Will share with the cubs, Bluebirds and Chipmunks

Little Rascals’ April 2018 Newsletter
Most recently our children have been having fun asking each other questions and starting out by
saying: “Would you rather…”! So, we asked the following question: “Would you rather have a magic Easter
basket that produces 10 chocolate eggs each morning for the rest of your life or have a bunny that can
talk?” Here are their responses:
Morgan: Hmm, I would like a bunny that talks! Why? Because sometimes it gets lonely at the house and I
would like to have someone to talk to and Hudson (2year old brother) is fun but too young!
Trevor: (Smiles 😉) I like the Easter basket! What would you do with all the chocolate eggs? I would share
them😊
Sonja: I would like the Easter basket because I love chocolate! I would save some for me and share the
others...maybe! 😉
Ahsha: This is really hard! I would have to say a bunny that talks so it can answer all of my questions!
Emily: Well, chocolate is bad for you! So, I would rather have the bunny that talks for a companion!
Colton: I like the Easter basket because I like chocolate!!
Thomas: Well, having a talking bunny would be pretty creepy! So, I like chocolate and would pick the Easter
basket! I would also share my chocolate!
Sage: I would like the talking bunny because bunnies are cute!
Manasse: I would love the talking bunny! I love bunnies and creepy stuff 😉
Miranda: I would say the talking bunny because I really want a bunny 😊
Shammah: I want the bunny to play with me 😊
In March, we had a lot of fun celebrating Dr. Suess’s birthday, making “Irish Potato Candy” (recipe will
be included in this newsletter) and welcoming Spring by making a spring collage as a group project! We also
painted some rocks in hope that we can place them around Elizabethtown when we go on walks during our
summer camp program! So, keep an eye out for some colorful and unusual rocks this summer and know that
they were made in love from our children!
IMPORTANT DATE:
APRIL 2: NO SCHOOL (ECCC OPEN)
Irish Potato Candy: Yields: about 5 dozen







⁄4 cup softened butter
4 oz of softened cream cheese
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 (16 oz) of confectioner’s sugar
1 tablespoon of cinnamon
2 ½ cups of sweetened flaked coconut (optional)
1

Directions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

NOTE: Be sure to use regular cream cheese, not whipped or reduced fat type.
In a large bowl, cream together the butter and cream cheese.
Add vanilla and confectioners' sugar.
Beat until mixture forms a ball.
Stir in coconut with a spoon. (We did not add the coconut)
Roll the mixture between your hands to form small potato-shaped candies or roll into small balls.
Place cinnamon in a shallow dish and roll the balls in it.
Place the balls on a cookie sheet and chill for about 1 hour or until firm.

