CHILD CARE CHRONICLE
December 2018
Nightmares Before Christmas:
Tips To Avoid Holiday Tantrums
Just a reminder, the center will be closed
December 24 – January 1. You will not be
charged for December 24 – December 31. If
you would like to use a free day for January
1st, let Elaine know. The center will reopen
on Wednesday, January 2nd.
On Friday, December 21st we will have our
annual center wide Christmas Carol in the
Fellowship Hall 10:30-11:00. We would love
to see you there! Talk to your child’s teacher
if you would like more information about this.
A great big thank you to all who participated
in the Extraordinary Give on November 16th.
We really appreciate your generosity!
Stop by the office if you are unsure of the
balance on your ledger. We prefer not to
carry credits or balances into the new year.
It is very helpful to start 2019 with a zero
balance.
Be sure to stop by the E-town library to see
the trains that are on display starting
December 1. With various gauges and
multiple train lines, not to mention settings
featuring local history, the display is
guaranteed to delight. And don’t forget the
interactive buttons you can push (around 40
in all)! Donation for Admission (minimum $2/
person) All Proceeds Benefit Elizabethtown
Public Library! For hours and more
information you can call 367-7467 or check
out the library’s website at
www.etownpubliclibrary.org.
In the event of snow or ice, tune in to the
following for delays, closings or early
dismissals. WJTL 90.3, WSOX 96.1, WARM
103.3, ABC 27, CBS 21, CW 15, FOX 43,
NBC 8. We do not make a practice of
calling or emailing families to them of
weather-related situations. However, you
can sign up for alerts through Remind. Stop
by the office if you would like more
information.

When you consider the frenzied way that we
celebrate the holidays, it is easy to see why
children are prone to tantrums and other
outrageous behavior this time of year. Look
at things from a child’s perspective. Their
senses are on overload with flashing lights,
music and crowds. Throwing a tantrum is
how your child handles stress. Here are
some tips to get you through the holidays…
Try to plan shopping trips when your child is
well rested and well fed. Bringing toys or
books can also help entertain your child.
Make sure that you are not so focused on
your shopping list that you forget to talk to
your child. He/she may feel ignored and
become cranky. Inevitably, your child will
start to cry at some point during your
excursion. When this happens, take a
moment to get some fresh air or rest in the
food court. Have a snack and chat with your
child. Take the time to regroup. If this
doesn’t help, it may just be time to head
home.
Maybe your child has a case of the
“gimmes”? Don’t worry, it is quite natural for
children to want things, but this is not the
time for a lecture on greed. Before you head
out to the mall, explain to your child why you
are going there and give your child a task.
For instance, “I really need your help picking
out something for Grandma.” If your child
wants to head to the toy aisle, you can
remind your child that Grandma is probably
not going to want blocks for Christmas. If
your child does find something that he/she
wants, suggest that you put this on the wish
list. Knowing that there is a possibility of
getting this toy in the future may help.

Wishing you and your family a
wonderful holiday!

Inchworm News
December 2018
Dear Families,
November Recap
November was a fun month in the Inchworm room. We painted turkeys for our art display. We talked about
our families that are on our Family Tree bulletin board. We read stories, sang songs, and talked about
Thanksgiving and families. The babies especially enjoyed “The Turkey Song,” laughing at the teachers as they
gobbled, and wobbling their heads along to the song. We played outside when we could, and had lots of gross
motor activities in the room on rainy days.
Personal Achievement
Wyatt is walking independently now, enjoying his new upright freedom. He has added several animal sounds
to his repertoire, including a very realistic duck quacking, an elephant trumpeting, and fish kisses. Wyatt loves
patting the younger babies, and happily plays with the doll babies if the teachers redirect him when the babies
are sleeping. He is using more signs and words, like all done, more, baby, milk, and bubbles.
Bentley is beginning to take a couple of steps independently. He likes to push trucks and cars around the room,
especially if they make noises. Bentley really likes playing in the tent with the soft animals and pillows, rolling
around and laughing. He likes to explore toys that vibrate, using his hands and his mouth to feel the vibration.
Killian is officially crawling on his hands and knees, and pulling up to stand at the toy shelves and furniture. He
is eating most of the foods on the toddler menu, and enjoying feeding himself. Killian has learned to growl
happily, and laughs when the teacher growls back at him. He has learned how to make the spin top go by
himself, spinning the balls and smiling as they go around and around.
Sebastian is getting more confident at sitting up, reaching for toys to play with as he sits with a little teacher
support. He laughs when the teachers play peekaboo with him. Sebastian gets excited when he sees toys that
spin, reaching out to grab the toy. He is becoming quite verbal, chatting away at the toys on the exersaucers
and at his friends as they play together.
Amira has learned to squeal happily, and loudly, as she plays, especially when the other children are playing
near her. She is enjoying eating cereal and some vegetables, getting so excited that she shakes all over
between bites. Amira likes to sit with support, playing with toys that she can grab and talking to the baby in
the mirror. She is rolling over expertly now, and enjoys the ability to move to new positions and to new toys.
IMPORTANT DATES:
Friday 12/21 10:30-11:00 Christmas Carol Sing-a-long in Fellowship Hall – you are welcome to join us!
Monday 12/24 through Tues 1/1 ECCC Closed
Looking Ahead: In December, we will learn about Christmas and rhyming words. We will read books of poetry
and other rhymes and sing Christmas songs. We will paint or color, and move and dance. We will continue to
work on our large and fine motor skills, and learning signs and words and songs.
The Inchworm Staff-Miss Chris, Miss Susie, and Miss Sierra

Firefly December 2018 News

I can’t believe the holiday season is here already! Where did the time go?
Reminders:
 please label everything. The children love to play with the baskets and things get mixed up.
 Please send hats and mittens daily because we go out very early some days
 If it snows, please send snow pants and boots.
 We go outside when the “feels like” temperature is 25 or higher

Last month we enjoyed…
Julia and Zoe loved the turkey songs we learned!
Bub, Dominic, Xander, and Owen loved the stories about the bears. It’s a Bear was the favorite of
them.
Logan, Kelsey, Amelia, Kalani, and Anna seemed to really enjoy throwing the leaves on the playground in
the air and trying to catch them. They attended to this activity for longer than most children do!
Carson, Brandon, Leo, and Hadassa had a lot of fun with the snow in the sensory table. Hopefully for
the children we will be able to do this again! (As long as it doesn’t interrupt travel!)
What’s going on this month….
We will have several weeks about the holidays and the different things we will see, hear, smell, and
touch. The children love to explore with all their senses so this time of year is great to help them learn
about the way we use our senses!
Dates to remember:
Dec 20:
Holiday Party Center wide carol and PJ day is the 21st
Dec 21:
10:30-11:00 Christmas Carol Sing-a-Long in Fellowship Hall– Please join us!
Dec 24 through Jan 1:
The center is closed

Song of the Month
“I’m a Little Green Tree”
Sung to I’m a Little Teapot
I’m a little green tree in the house
Here is my trunk
Here are my boughs
Decorate me with lights so fine
And plug me in and watch me shine

Chipmunk Chatter
December 2018
When the children were asked, “What would you like for Christmas?” They responded…
Hudson – nothing but then he said Hulk
Mallory – a playground
Israel – video game
Hunter – A boat
Isaac – Dinosaurs and animals
Avery – A batman mask
Landon – A fire truck
Casey – Race cars
Andrew – Just a playground
Parker – Optimus Prime
Nevalynn - Princess Set

Units of Study
December 3 – Trees
December 10 – Lights of the Season
December 17- Music & Bells
December 20 – Christmas Party with lunch
December 21 – Center-wide Christmas caroling, family members are welcome to attend
and it is pajama day! 10:30-11:00 in Fellowship Hall
Reminders
We often go outside when the “feels like” temperature is over 24F. Please send outdoor wear
daily!

Bluebirds Newsletter
December 2018
Dear Parents,
In November we learned about nocturnal animals, and read informational books and watched science videos
about owls, skunks, bats, raccoons, and fireflies. We painted with feathers, played an Owl Shape Matching game, and
enjoyed our In-house Field Trip with Lancaster Parks and Recreation that taught us more about nocturnal animals. They
brought real objects that we could observe and feel that related to these animals, such as, skeletons, animal pelts, and
even a stuffed owl! We also learned about our 5 senses by painting with our eyes blindfolded, playing a listening BINGO
game to identify familiar sounds at home, playing with scented water in the sensory table, using the Mystery Feely Box
to guess objects inside, and doing a taste test based on our 4 tastes: bitter, salty, sour, and sweet. We compiled our
favorites onto a class graph and the winner was: the salty pretzel! During our Thanksgiving/Turkey theme, we read
books about Thanksgiving, discussed what we’re thankful for, made handprint turkeys, and pretended to make pumpkin
pies in the sensory table with pumpkin pie spice cloud dough. What messy fun! For the last week of November, we
discussed our bodies and how to keep them healthy. We learned that getting exercise, getting plenty of sleep, eating
well, and taking care of our bodies by brushing our teeth, taking a bath, and washing our hands, are all important ways
to keep our bodies healthy!
Question of the Month: “What are you thankful for?”
Brianna – “Thanksgiving, Thomas, my Daddy, my Mommy, my kitty Simba.”
Brooklyn – “Mommy and Daddy, Sissy and Yankee, My Grammy and Pop-Pop, Maddie and Jack my cousins, and Julia,
Jocelyn, Ben, and Uncle Dean.”
Evelyn – “Grayson, my Daddy, Mommy, Ben Ben, purple kitty, wolfie, a lot of toys.”
Gisele – “Mee-Mee, Pop-Pop, and Nat-Nat.”
Grant – “Mommy and Daddy, Grammy and Papa, Evan, Legos.”
Henoc – “Mommy, Daddy.”
Kennedy – “My Mommy, Dada, Angela, Nana, and Pop-Pop.”
Lucca – “Daddy, Olivia, Mommy, Nana and Dennis, Layla, Gavin, and Ava.”
Marleigh – “My Mommy and Daddy and my whole family.”
Nola – “My toys at home, my whole family.”
Parker – “My Mommy, Daddy, Maddie, Hailey, Cooper.”
Peyton – “Mommy, Alan, Papa, Josiah and Jackson, Maverick.”
Sydney – “Mama, Bubby, Dada, Grammy, Pappy, my other Grammy and other Pappy.”
Weekly Themes:
December 3rd – 7th:
December 10th – 14th:
December 17th – 21st:
Special Dates:
December 2nd:
December 8th:
December 18th:
December 19th:
December 20th:
December 21st:

Fairy Tales
Gingerbread/Baking
Christmas

Happy 4th Birthday Lucca!
Happy 4th Birthday Brooklyn!
Pals with Explorers
Happy 4th Birthday Parker!
Happy 4th Birthday Peyton!
Pajama Day/Center-Wide
Christmas Carol Sing from
10:30-11:00am
(Family members are welcome
To join us!)

December 22nd:
Happy 4th Birthday Evelyn!
December 24th-Jan 1st: ECCC Closed: Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!

Cub/Hive Newsletter
December 2018
The month of November was busy in the Cubs’ classroom! We have all been transitioning and learning about
each other as our new teacher, Miss Danielle, becomes familiar with the classroom and all of the children. We
focused on the themes of nocturnal animals, bread and soup, Thanksgiving and the five senses. The students
really enjoyed the themes and the Thanksgiving feast we had on November 14th. We also focused on
identifying our emotions and how to deal with the emotions that we are feeling. The students are learning how
to problem solve by using their words and guidance from the teachers. We really enjoyed our adventure to
Masonic Village to view the train display there!
We focused on the letters R, B, H and Z in the month of November. We continue to work on a letter every
week to help prepare the students for kindergarten. Through the PATHS lesson, we also use sound games that
teach the children pre-reading skills.
We also have started the Scholastic book orders in the month of November. A monthly book flyer will be sent
home in your child’s folder. As of right now the classroom is only accepting online orders. The Cubs’
classroom code is R8HTP. I will send a reminder of when the orders will be due. I have always loved listening
to read alouds and I look forward to reading aloud to the children and showing them new classroom books we
earn!
Dates to Remember
December 14th – Field Trip to the Heritage House
December 21st – ECCC Carol singing 10:30 – 11:00 Fellowship Hall – families are welcome to join us!
December 26th – Happy Birthday Cora S
December 24th – January 1st the center is closed for holiday break
December Themes
Week of December 3rd – All about Cookies week
Week of December 10th All about Christmas
Week of December 17th All about Christmas
Reminder:
It has gotten a lot colder outside and we are still going outside to play whenever the “feels like” temperature is
25 or greater! Even with the colder weather the students still need fresh air and a place to run around and play.
Please remember to send a jacket and cold weather gear for your child each day so that they can enjoy their
outdoor play time.

Explorers/Investigators Newsletter
December 2018
December… the month of the year that everyone is busy, busy, busy. However, during our days off in
November here are some things we learned through play.
Even on our day off we were learning! Here’s why:





Play promotes creative flexibility in thinking.
Play assists children to build their knowledge- constructed by living and learning in the social world, they begin
to build their own personal “scripts” of what happens.
Play fosters language and social abilities.
Play helps children jump above their usual level. Play provides children with roles, rules, situations, or events
which enable them to focus and attend at a higher level than is possible without the scaffolding offered by play.
(from The Magic of Play by Clairece Feagin)

In December we’ll learn about…





November 26 - 30 Author study Jan Brett
Dec. 3 - 7: Trains and lights
Dec 10 – 14: Trees and Reindeer
Dec 17 - 21: Cookies and gingerbread stories.

Dates to remember…


Dec 14: Heritage House- Explorers will leave at 9:15




Dec 21: Christmas Carol Sing 10:30- 11:00 Explorers
Dec 24th-Jan 1st ECCC is closed.

“The Things we are thankful for…”
Angela – Kennedy
Lily – Light
Kamryn – Parents
Reed – Food
Daniela – Family
Liam – McDonalds
Elijah – Lunch
Katie – LOL Dolls
Tyrion – Friends
Cole – Family
Emma- Sister
Noelle- Months
Anaiyah –Stars
Charlotte – Cat
Ethan – Dog

DECEMBER 2018 NEWS FROM THE LITTLE RASCALS
Well, December has arrived and we all know that this is one of the busiest but most exciting
times of the year! The children are anxious for Christmas! They are excited for drinking hot
cocoa, baking cookies, making a Gingerbread house, decorating for the holiday and all the fun
traditions your family celebrate! They are also super excited for having time off from school and
spending time with their family!
As always the activities that are offered in our program are based from observing your
children’s interest! They seem to be very involved in playing the large motor games, creating
with the magnatiles, Legos, blocks, free-art and sensory fun! We also promote creativity and
encourage imagination through open-ended play! Open-ended play allows the children to
express themselves freely and creatively. We offer many raw materials for the children to
experiment and expand on their imagination! The simplest materials such as rocks, sticks,
acorns and sand can spark a creation beyond anyone’s expectations! The children often will
ask me: “Miss Yvette what do you want us to do here?” and I respond: “Anything you want! Let
your imagination go wild!” We will continue to plan together with the children to expand and
explore on their interest!

Eben
Sonja
Keith
Gwen
Ella
Brendan
Caiden
Brooklyn
Manasse
Marshall

We wish all the children a Merry Christmas 😊
Ellyn
Madelyn
Olivia
Addisyn
Haylie
Haydin
Catalya
Amaya
Peter
Josiah
Noah
Jackson
Cole
Emily
Sage
Renata
Kalvin
Joseph
Ivy
Clara
Gretchen
Hanna
Logan
Ayden
Bradyn
Palmer
Kailey
Quinn
Liam
Leanna
Ryan
Addison
Violet
Katelyn
Ehnay
Miranda
Paighton
Ahsha
Dalton
Garrett
Landon
Colton
Easton
Morgan N.
Alexis
Peri
Morgan K.

IMPORTANT DATES:
DEC. 6: EARLY DISMISSAL
DEC. 7: NO SCHOOL (ECCC OPEN)
DEC. 24-JAN. 1: NO SCHOOL (ECCC CLOSED) CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR BREAK!
FRIENDLY REMINDERS:
*STARTED ON NOV. 28, 2018: MILL ROAD new time and bus number: BUS #: E6 TIME: 7:45 A.M/4:16 P.M.
*Continue to empty your child’s basket daily!
*Our lost and found is located above the girl’s coat rack. If items in the box are not claimed by the end of each
month, they will be placed on the church’s lost and found located on the church level across from room 102.
*Children are responsible for all items they bring in to the program. We do not allow trading of any toys, cards, or
electronic games! Children are not allowed to bring hand sanitizer, chap sticks, cough drops or any type of hand lotions! We
are following the DHS regulations in regards to those items!
*For inclement weather, please refer to your parent handbook for stations to listen to for closing or delays.
*Each child should wear appropriate clothing for outdoor activities. The state requires that the children have outside
activities every day weather permitting.
*Due to the fact that it gets dark outside pretty early, we try our very best to have the children go outside as soon as
possible and have homework time once we are back inside! (of course weather permitted!)

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM LITTLE RASCAL TEACHERS!

