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Just a reminder… ECCC will be closed 
from December 25 – December 29, and 
Mon Jan 1, 2018. We will reopen on 
January 2. Enjoy the holiday with your family 
  
 
An ECCC tradition is our annual center-
wide Christmas Carol Sing. You’re 
welcome to join us on December 22 at 
10:30 in the Fellowship Hall! 
 
Tuition information: 

 Stop by the office if you are unsure of 
the balance on your ledger. We prefer 
not to carry credits or balances into the 
new year. 

 You will not be charged tuition for Dec. 
25 – Dec. 29. 

 New tuition rates will be in effect on 
January 1. 

 Did you use your free days for 2017? 
They must be used by Dec. 22; they will 
not carry over to 2018. 

 
In the rare case of closing due to extreme 
weather conditions or of a delayed opening or 
early dismissal, please listen to 90.3, 96.1, 
101.3, or tv stations CBS 21, CW 15, Fox 43, 
ABC 27, or NBC 8. Messages will also be 
sent out through Remind.  See the office if 
you have not signed up for Remind but would 
like to.   

 
Tis the season for holiday parties! If bringing in 
treats for your child’s class, please remember 
to bring store bought, peanut-free goodies! 
 
Congratulations to Ting Gu! She won a $25 
credit toward tuition for updating her child’s file 
on time! 
 
Thank you to all who so generously supported 
us in the 2017 Extraordinary Give!  
 

“Each day of our lives we make deposits in the 
memory banks of our children.” 

-Charles Swindoll 

 
As we enter the holiday shopping season, did 
you know there are simple, free ways you can 
support ECCC?  If you are an Amazon or 
Amazon Prime shopper, just shop through 
www.smile.amazon.com, and search for us as 
your recipient (United Churches of 
Elizabethtown).  When you shop at Giant, 
designate us as the recipient of your A+ 
School Rewards.  (You can do this online or 
through the Giant app). It does not affect your 
reward or gas points! 

 
Do you already have more than enough toys in 
your home?  Here are some “outside the box” 
ideas for gifts this season!  

1. Classes. Music, drama, art, and dance 
classes are a great way to encourage 
children in their interests and let them know 
that you pay attention to them and what they 
enjoy. 

2. Memberships. Science and children’s 
museums, etc. These are particularly great 
for family gifts!  

3. Events. Tickets to a movie, a play, or a 
sports event are really exciting!  

4. Activities. Bowling, skating… These are so 
much fun! And a big part of the fun is going 
together. Children love spending time with 
the adults in their lives. 

5. Recipe and Ingredients. Kids love cooking 
with their parents. Print out a recipe, 
purchase all the ingredients and set a date 
for cooking together. 

6. Arts and Craft supplies. If your craft box 
is running low, stock up a little on things you 
need. Add in something fun the kids haven’t 
used before. A gift of art and craft supplies 
often brings on the imagination. 

7. Coupons. An envelope of coupons that 
they can “spend” at any time: I’ll do one 
chore - no questions asked; movie and 
popcorn night; sit and read a book with me; 
stay up 1/2 hour past bedtime, etc. 

8. Outdoor Supplies. If you are an outdoorsy 
family, giving kids their own gardening or 
hiking equipment can be a big deal. It’s also 
something that gets left on the shelf in the 
garage, so you always know right where to 
find it. 

 

http://www.smile.amazon.com/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00007L12O/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B00007L12O&linkCode=as2&tag=rachscook-20&linkId=QPCMK5QNGCXSOL5X
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00007L12O/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B00007L12O&linkCode=as2&tag=rachscook-20&linkId=QPCMK5QNGCXSOL5X


Inchworm News 
  December 2017 

 
Dear Families, 
 
November Recap 
The Inchworm friends had a very fun November, doing many different activities, spending lots of time playing 
outside in the beautiful fall weather. In November, we learned about Thanksgiving and families, reading, talking, 
and singing about Thanksgiving foods, family fun, and visiting our relatives. We talked about what we are thankful 
for. When it was rainy or cold outside, we had active play in the room with the tractor, climbing blocks, and ball 
popper.  
 
Personal Achievement 
August is beginning to take steps independently to move from one support to another. He enjoys listening to the 
teacher read books, then reads them to himself or his friends. August has been sitting at the “big kids’ table” for 
lunch. He is becoming an expert at settling himself for his afternoon nap without needing to be rocked to sleep. 
August likes to play peek-a-boo with the teachers, hiding behind saucers or tables to peek at them.  
 
Amelia is becoming very proficient at self-feeding, and is enjoying more foods from the toddler menu. She has 
mastered standing and sitting back down on her own, and is beginning to experiment with standing 
independently. Amelia likes to play with the nesting cups, putting them inside each other over and over. She has 
fun playing with the collapsible cloth tractor, crawling in and out of the doors. Amelia giggles when another baby 
crawls towards her, then she takes off crawling so that they will chase her. 
 
Alexander has figured out how to get from his tummy back up to a sitting position. He is beginning to crawl short 
distances on his hand and knees. Xander’s latest trick is to push up to his feet and hands, with legs straight, then 
put his head on the floor and look at his own feet. He does some pretty fancy juggling with his feet, lying on his 
back and holding large toys with his hands and feet. Xander has gotten two teeth, and is beginning to try some 
foods from the toddler menu. 
 
Leo is quite happy to explore the room, checking out all the toys. He is very proficient at standing with support and 
cruising around the furniture. Leo often sits near Alexander, and they play silly games like “I’ll shake my head and 
then you shake yours!” while laughing at each other. Leo likes to knock down block towers that the teachers build 
for him. He enjoys exploring the house/garden, smiling and bouncing as he pushes buttons to make it play music. 
Leo uses his sippy cup like an expert, and enjoys trying foods from the toddler menu. 
 
Hadassa is talking to and smiling at the teachers more and more. She is quite interested in watching the other 
babies. Hadassa reaches for hanging toys when on the play mat, and often grasps them and moves them back and 
forth. She is able to sit up with support, and likes to sit for short periods in a bumbo seat so she can play with toys 
and see the other babies. Hadassa loves to be snuggled and sung to while being rocked. 
 
Looking Ahead: In December, we will have our new friend, Carson, joining the Inchworms. We will learn about 
Christmas and winter. We will read books about Christmas and winter, talk and sing songs about them, and look 
for signs of winter and Christmas decorations. We will continue to work on our large and fine motor skills, and 
learning signs and words and songs.  
 
       The Inchworm Staff-- 
       Miss Chris, Miss Susie and Miss Trina 

 
 
 
 



 

Firefly News 
I can’t believe the holiday season is already here! Where did the time go? 

 

Thank you all for signing up for conferences! I really enjoyed getting to talk with all of you.  I hope 

everyone had a great Thanksgiving.   

 

Reminders: 

 please label everything.  The children love to play with the baskets and things get mixed up.   

 Please send hats and mittens daily because we go out very early some days  

 If it snows, please send snow pants and boots. 

 We go outside when the “feels like” temperature is 25 or higher 

 

Last month we enjoyed… 

Peyton, Avery, Casey, Kennedy, Harper, Israel, Zoe, and Hudson really enjoyed “Where the 

Wild Things Are” week.  They loved to roar their terrible roars and gnash their terrible teeth and 

roll their terrible eyes and show their terrible claws along with the story.  But I think having a wild 

rumpus won out over everything.  This was a very popular book in the room.  (Just a hint, if you 

don’t have this book it would be something to think about getting for Christmas!)                                                                                                                     

Julia, Evelyn, and Andrew liked the small beanie babies we got out for the forest animals.  They 

may have even learned a few animal sounds while playing with them.                                           One 

of our play sets is Trains with lots of Zoo animals.  Jameson, Dominic, Landon, and Brandon loved 

this play set.  They loved the trains and taking the animals for rides.       

 

What we are doing this month...                                                                                               

This month we will be talking about the holidays.      

                                                           

Song of the Month                                                                                                            

“I’m a Little Green Tree”                                                                                                   

(Sung to I’m a Little Teapot) 

I’m a little green tree in the house                                                                                                   

Here is my trunk                                                                                                                              

Here are my boughs                                                                                                                  

Decorate me with lights so fine                                                                                                      

And plug me in and watch me shine                                                                                                

 

Dates to Remember…. 

12/21 – Room PartyWe are closed the 12/22 – Pajama Day and Center Wide Carol Sing 10:30-11, in 

Fellowship Hall.  Please join us if you can! 

12/25 through 1/1 – ECCC closed  

We will see you next year, on 1/2/18! 
 
 
 
 



Chipmunk Chatter 

December 2017 

December Units of Study 

December 4 – Trees and Decorations 

December 11 – Festivals of Light 

December 18 – Music and Bells 

Special Days 

Friday, December 8 – Brooklyn turns 3! 

Thursday, December 21st – Holiday Party with lunch 

Friday, December 22nd – Pajama Party wear your PJs and ECCC Sing a Long in Fellowship 

Hall 10:30-11:00 am - everyone is welcome to join us! 

ECCC is Closed the week of December 24th thru and including Jan 1.   Happy Holidays 

Everyone!  We will see you on Tuesday, Jan 2, 2018! 

Christmas Wishes 

Mrs. Joan and Miss Heather – I wish for a healthy, peaceful holiday and year. 

Dallas – A car 

Nola- presents and a lot of cars 

Marleigh – Dolly and Mr. Bucket 

Barrett – I want a zip line.  

Brooklyn – I want a lollipop. 

Cora – a pink bunny 

Brianna – I don’t know. 

Oliver – truck 

Emelia – paints 

Sydney- doll 

Henoc- truck 

 
 
 
 
 



Bluebirds Newsletter 

December 2017 

 
Dear Families, 
 
  In November we learned about backyard wildlife, and read informational books and watched 
science videos about squirrels, owls, skunks, bats, and birds. We painted with acorns and feathers, 
played “Feed the Squirrel” math game, and enjoyed our In-house Field Trip from Lancaster Parks and 
Recreation that taught us more about backyard animals with real objects that we could observe and feel 
that related to these animals, such as, skulls, skeletons, a nest, and even a stuffed owl! We also learned 
about our 5 senses by painting with our eyes blindfolded, playing a listening BINGO game to identify 
familiar sounds at home, playing with scented water in the sensory table, feeling the texture of different 
gourds and pumpkins and our “texture dominoes”, and doing a taste test based on our 4 tastes: bitter, 
salty, sour, and sweet. We compiled our favorites onto a class graph and the winner was: the salty 
pretzel! During our Thanksgiving/Turkey theme, we read books about this topic, discussed what we’re 
thankful for, painted “turkey tracks”, and pretended to make pumpkin pies and muffins in the sensory 
table with pumpkin pie spice cloud dough. What messy fun! For the last week of November, we 
discussed our bodies and how to keep them healthy. We learned that getting exercise, getting plenty of 
sleep, eating well, and taking care of our bodies by brushing our teeth, taking a bath, and washing our 
hands, are all important ways to keep our bodies healthy! 
 

Question of the Month: “What are you thankful for?” 
Adelyn – “Mommy, Daddy, Sammy, Stella, my brothers, my house, and my bed.”  
Bentley – “Paint, Mommy, cats.” 
Cole – “Spiders, Mommy.” 
Cora – “Mommy, Mya, Daddy, Izzy, Alvyn, my bedroom.” 
Ellis – “Mommy, Daddy, turkey, Zeebee.” 
Gabriella – “My Bella, my baby brother, Mommy, and Daddy.” 
Kamryn – “Roxy the dog, Mommy, and Daddy.” 
Madison – “Piggies, Mommy and Daddy, and Roscoe.”  
Reed – “Daddy, Mommy, and Grammy.” 
Shawn – “My Pappy, my Sully, Bruiser, my Aunt Sisi, sissy, Grammy.” 
Sofia – “My doggy, my cat, Mommy and Daddy, and Tyler.” 
 
Weekly Themes:  
December 4th – 8th:   Gingerbread Men/Baking 
December 11th – 15th:   Fairy Tales 
December 18th – 22nd: Christmas  
 
Special Dates: 
December 6th:  Pals with Explorers 
December 22nd:               Pajama Day/Center-wide Christmas Carol Sing from 10:30-11:00 a.m.  

(Family members are welcome to join us!) 
Dec. 25th – Jan. 1st:  ECCC Closed: Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
December 26th:  Happy 4th Birthday Cora! 

 

 



Cub/Hive Newsletter 

December 2017 

Dear Families, 

We want to welcome another student to the Cub/Hive rooms: Gunner!  We are so glad you are 

part of the Cub/Hive family! 

December Birthdays: 

Dec. 7—Lily 

Dec. 16—Reed 

 

Recap of November 

November was full of fun themes and events!  We discovered that bread is from wheat and 

yeast makes bread rise. We had special speaker, Mr. Fred, come in to share all interesting facts 

about turkeys. We talked about things we were thankful for before Thanksgiving. And lastly 

enjoyed learning about Artists, even taking a trip to the college to observe and discuss art.  

 

Themes for this month: 

Dec. 4-8--Cookies 

Dec. 11-15—Christmas around the world 

Dec. 18-22—Christmas around the world 

Dec. 25-29—Christmas break—no classes 
 

Something to look forward to: Christmas!!! 

Dates to remember:  

Friday, 12/1: Heritage House 

Friday, 12/22:  Pajama Day! 

   Christmas Carol Sing 10:30-11 in Fellowship Hall (Families are welcome to join 

us!) 

Monday 12/25 through Monday 1/1/18: ECCC Closed 

We will see you next year, on Tuesday, January 2! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Explorers/Investigators Newsletter 
December 2017 

 
 
We are a little late posting what we are thankful for but it is never too late to be thankful! 
Palmer is thankful for food. 
Easton is thankful for dogs and bunnies. 
Semaj is thankful for cats. 
Kylah is thankful for Thanksgiving. 
Ethan is thankful for friends and himself. 
Caiden is thankful for clothes. 
Hanna is thankful for a backpack. 
Ivy is thankful for family. 
Dalton is thankful for his family and dog.  
Amelia is thankful for happy people 
Clara is thankful for airplanes to take her places. 
Morgan is thankful for snow 
Hunter is thankful for turkeys. 
Jesse is thankful that he can paint. 
Ella is thankful for dogs. 
Ellyn is thankful for family. 
Leanna is thankful for all Grammy and Pappy do for her. 
Madalynn is thankful for her sister.. 
Catalya is thankful for her mom, dad and baby sister. 
Haydin is thankful for her toys. 
Brogan is thankful for his family 
 

In December  

December 4 – 8  We will have an author  study of Don Freedman  and we will also be baking Christmas        

cookies.     There is an early dismissal Thursday Dec.  7   and no school Friday Dec. 8 

December 11 – 22  We will have dancing reindeers,  blinking lights,  evergreen  trees 

 

Dates to Remember  

Heritage House for explorers December 1 

Center Christmas Caroling December 22 at 10:30.  The Explorers will be the only class that is able to attend.  

Investigators will still be at school.    

ECCC will be closed from Dec 25 through and including Monday, Jan 1, 2018.  We will see you on Tuesday, Jan 2, 

2018!  

 

 

 
 
 
 



LITTLE RASCAL’S DECEMBER 2017 NEWSLETTER 

 Well, December has arrived and we all know that this is one of the busiest but most exciting times of the 
year!  The children are anxious for Christmas!  They are excited for drinking hot cocoa, baking cookies, making a 
Gingerbread house, decorating for the holiday and all the fun traditions your family celebrate!  They are also 

super excited for having time off from school and spending time with their family 😊  
 As always, the activities that are offered in our program are based from observing your children’s interest!  
They are enjoying playing the large motor games and our older children are once again creating new games and 
testing out the games before introducing them to the younger children!  In November, the new games were:  1) 
Turkey verses Snowmen!  2)  Turkey Hunt!  3)  Save the Turkey’s!   
We also promote creativity and encourage imagination through open-ended play!  Open-ended play allows the 
children to express themselves freely and creatively!  We offer many raw materials for the children to experiment 
and expand on their imagination!  The simplest materials such as rocks, sticks, acorns and sand can spark a 
creation beyond anyone’s expectations!  The children often will ask me: “Miss Yvette what do you want us to do 
here?”  and I respond: “Anything you want!  Let your imagination go wild!”  We will continue to plan together 
with the children to expand and explore on their interest! 
  

Just for fun, can you find and unscramble your child’s name? 
 

NSDAYID  NOLTOC  BENE  ASJON  LASMLRHA 
IHELYA   RPTEE   HKTEI  YELMI  AYAMA 
NGYWLELNOD  GESA   SXLIEA  NDAIA  NGERHECT 
NLAOG   NAODDSI  NRGOA  TVELOI  NOAMGR 
NBYRDA  NDEEV   ACNHIRTIS ECLO  NKILVA 
NBYRLOKO  NADYE   HAMHAMS NARDAIM NADNBER 
HAIMREEJ  YARGONS  NYLEMDA HANNSAVA SABLEALI 
RVIEAX   MARYCN  VETROR MSATOH YAKLIE 
ENSAMAS  YOBRD   SAHAH  VALIOI  YNHEA 
TARGETR  DALNNO 
 
IMPORTANT DATES: 
DEC. 7:  EARLY DISMISSAL 
DEC. 8:  NO SCHOOL (ECCC OPEN) 

DEC. 25-29:  NO SCHOOL (ECCC CLOSED) MERRY CHRISTMAS 😊 

JAN. 1:  NO SCHOOL (ECCC CLOSED) HAPPY NEW YEAR 😊 
 

FRIENDLY REMINDERS: 
 *Continue to empty your child’s basket daily! 
 *Our lost and found is located above the girl’s coat rack.  If items in the box are not claimed by the end of each 
month, they will be placed on the church’s lost and found located on the church level across from room 102. 
 *Children are responsible for al items they bring in to the program.  We do not allow trading of any toys, cards or 
electronic games!  Children are not allowed to bring hand sanitizer, chap sticks, cough drops or any type of hand lotions!  We 
are following the DHS (DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES) regulations in regards to those items! 
 *For inclement weather, please refer to your parent handbook for stations to listen to for closing or delays! 
 *Each child should wear appropriate clothing for outdoor activities.  The state requires that the children have 
outside activities every day weather permitting (when the “feels like” temp is 25 or higher). 
  

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM LITTLE RASCAL TEACHERS! 
    

   MRS. DEB   MR. NATE   MRS. YVETTE 

 


