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Join us on Thursday, Feb 7th for Love in the
Winter. Fun Valentine and other winter activities
will be in the Fellowship Hall from 6:00 — 7:30.
Dinner will be provided. Sign up by Feb. 4!

REMINDER

The Transportation Committee is asking families to
attend school board meetings to voice their
opinions about the upcoming proposed busing
changes. Members of the Transportation
Committee will be in attendance at the school
board meeting on the second Tuesday of every
month until we have a resolution from the district.
Your presence at the meetings will help to ensure
that our voices are heard and our concerns are
known.

If you have questions, please feel free to

contact Allyson Cook, Kristi Long, or Melissa Derr,
Chair, Transportation Committee.

Their contact information is as follows:

Allyson 717-361-9824 acook@etownchildcare.org
Kristi 717-361-9824 klong@etownchildcare.org
Melissa Derr derrfamily3@gmail.com

DON’T PAY TO HAVE YOUR TAXES DONE!
Don't miss out on the chance to have your taxes
filed for free by United Way of Lancaster County,
PA's VITA program! If you make under $62,000,
call 2-1-1 to schedule an appointment for right here
in E-town. Spots are limited, call today! #VITALanc
www.FreeTaxPrepLancaster.org
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PREPARATION

Parking Lot Safety: Please park in lined
spaces, turn your engine off, and stay with your
children in the parking lot. If you pick up a
school age child from the bus, please pull to
the side, leaving room for others to pass you.

Building Social and Emotional Skills at
Home

School classrooms are busy places where young
children learn all sorts of things, including social
and emotional skills such as how to express
feelings and how to work together with friends on a
project. Here are some suggestions for helping
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your child develop social and emotional skills at
home.

Puppets. Teachers sometimes talk with children
about conflicts and help them think about solutions
while using puppets and families can try this
technique at home. Puppets are a great way to
introduce children to feeling words like happy, sad,
angry, and children will sometimes talk to puppets
about their feelings. Puppets can also help in
discussions about challenging topics, like getting to
bed on time.

Think out loud. When your child hears your
thinking process, it helps her understand how to
cope with frustration and solve problems: “Uh-oh.
My favorite shopping bag has a hole in it. I'll take
another one with me to the grocery store.”

Read bedtime stories. There is something magical
about this end-of-the-day routine that makes it the
ideal time for talking about feelings. Discuss the
characters and events in the story. Invite your child
to share her thoughts and feelings by asking
questions: “What do you think he should do? How
do you think she feels? What would you do if you
were this character?”

Do ajob together. Instead of asking your child to
do a chore alone, do it with her. The two of you
might fold laundry, set the table, rake leaves, or
paint a wall. Help your child join in by shortening
the handle of a broom to make it child-size or
providing a small paintbrush.

Play games. Card and board games and outdoor
games such as tag or hop-scotch offer built-in
opportunities for helping children learn to take
turns, cooperate, handle frustration, and more.
While playing games together, focus on fun instead
of winning or losing.

Prevent potential problems. Before a friend
comes to play, help your child put away toys he
does not want to share. Before taking a bus to the
Z00, provide a step-by-step explanation of what you
will do: “We will wait at the bus stop for 5 minutes,
then get on the bus and sit together and watch the
sights go by for about 30 minutes [explain this as
the length of one episode of a favorite TV show].
Then we will walk three blocks to the zoo and tour
the lion house before anything else!” During the
trip, remind your preschooler of what will happen
next.

Source: Adapted from the Message in a Backpack, Teaching
Young Children 4 (4): 12
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Inchworm News
February 2019

Dear Families,
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January was an exciting month in the Inchworm room. We gained a new Inchworm, Mikey, and we’ve had a
great time getting to know him. We colored snowflakes for our art display. We talked and sang songs about
winter and feelings. We read lots of books about winter and our feelings. The babies especially enjoyed the
book, “Monster Faces” laughing as the teachers made the silly faces, too. We played outside when we could,
and had lots of gross motor activities in the room on cold or rainy days.

Personal Achievement
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thank you, and says long sentences that the teachers are working on decodingjldVgatto empty toy bins

and flip them over and crawl onto them until the teacher asks him to make safe choices. He then has fun
refilling the bin with toys and putting it back onto the shelf.

Bentley is now walking independently, and is enjoying the newde of transportation. He is starting to say
words like dada, mama, and baba. Bentley is beginning to put himself to sleep without any assistance from tt
teachers. He enjoys climbing on the big climbing blocks and sliding down the slide.

Killian likesto stand independently, sometimes getting to his feet from the floor without any support. He has
added words to his vocabulary, like baby, me, and baba. Killian enjoys lunchtime, feeding himself from his plz
like an expert, and sometimes letting the thacs know he is done by swiping his plate off his tray onto the
floor. He has begun to explore the tent and likes to play with the lantern.

Sebastian is sitting up independently, and has begun working on changing positions, going from his bottom to
his tummy, then rolling to his back. He enjoys exploring toys that light up and make noise. Sebastian likes to
hug friends that come to sit by him to play, wrapping both arms around them in a bear hug. He is beginning tc
wave byebye, and claps his hands whertteachers are singing.

Amira is beginning to scoot backwards when she gets onto her tummy, enjoying moving around, but letting
the teachers know when she is ready to sit up again. She likes to play with stacking cups, sometimes using
them as a drinkingup. Amira has fun bouncing up and down when a teacher holds her in a standing position
on their lap. She keeps the teachers on their toes, announcing that she would like to be picked up if she sees
teacher without another baby in their arms.

IMPORTANT DATES: February 7, 2019, Love in the Winter Family Night, 6:00 — 7:30pm. Watch for more
information in your child’s folder soon!

Looking Ahead: In February, we will learn about love and families. We will read books and sing songs about
our families and love. We will paint or color, and move and dance. We will continue to work on our large and
fine motor skills, and learning signs and words and songs.

The Inchworm Staff--
Miss Chris, Miss Susie, and Miss Sierra




Firefly News

January fle w by without much snow and the Fireflies are ready for some! Please bring
snow pants and boots so we can enjoy any snow we may get. We would like to do a card
exchange at our Valentines party on February 14 ™. The following is a list of names of everyone
in the room

Amelia Anna Brandon
Bub Carson Carter
Dominic Hadassa Julia
Kelsey Leo Logan
Owen Xander Zoe

What we did last month

Some toys were donated to our class and they were a  big hit! The race tracks and cars were
the favorite. Brandon, Carter , Logan, Carson, Bub, and Dominic spent many hours with them
seeing where the nest car would go and who would win the race.

Julia, Carson, Hadassa, and Anna had a lot of fun playing with the snow in the sensory table .
They di dnriodthe msetiee cold and made all kinds of snow balls.

Owen, Kelsey, Amelia, Zoe and Xander loved the new balls and ball chasers we also got. As
with the cars they tried to figure out where the balls would go and which one would go first

What is going on this month?

This month we will talk about Colors , Love, And Dinosaurs.
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(Sung to Frered Jacque)

Hereds a Valentine, hereds a valentine

It has hearts and roses |, it has hearts and roses, kisses to 0 kisses to o.



Chipmunk Chatter
February 2019
Weekly Units of Study

February 4 & Dental Health
February 7 & Love In the Winter Family program (Must preregister)
Februaryll1 6Val enti neds Day & Friendship
Februaryl14dVal enti nef6s Party and card exchange
February 18 & The Dinosaur Project
February 25 0 Dr. Seuss
March 1 d Read Across America

Cl ass List for Val entineds Card Exc

Andrew Isaac ‘
Ella Landon 0@‘) Q
Ember Mallory b&
Hudson Nevalynn 00
Hunter Parker
Kalani

The Chipmunks have really enjoyed using the sensory table this month!




Bluebirds Newsletter
February 2019

Dear Parents,

In January, our theme for each week was related to snow — what we do in the snow, learning more about snow
and ice, and what animals live in the snow. For our Snowmen theme, we painted with “snow paint”, created melted
snowmen with paint and paper accessories, practiced patterning with colors on snowmen, and explored snow dough in
the sensory table which was made of conditioner and baking soda. It smelled so good! The next week, we discussed
Snow and Ice. We performed 2 different science experiments with ice. For the first experiment, we put one ice cube
near the window and another one by the heater, made predictions, and we observed which one melted faster. Then for
the other experiment, we put salt on one ice cube and not the other, and saw which one melted faster. We painted with
colored ice cubes, threw “snowballs” into 2 buckets and did basic addition, and explored ice and warm water in the
sensory table. Then we learned about Arctic Animals, such as, reindeer, seals, wolves, and polar bears. The next theme
was Polar Bears and Penguins. We used a globe to learn that polar bears live in the North Pole and penguins live in the
South Pole. We measured our height compared to the height of the tallest and the shortest penguin. We graphed
Goldfish crackers by color, created polar bear masks, and explored water with animals in the sensory table. For the final
week, we focused on the author, Jan Brett. We read some of her books, such as, The Hat and The Mitten and did
activities that related to each book.

Question of the Month: “Who Do You Love?”

Avery — “My Mommy, my Daddy, Camryn, and Lexi.”

Brianna — “My brother, my Daddy, my Mommy, Simba. | love my Jimmy and Nanny. | love everybody.”

Brooklyn — “My sister, and my dog, and my Mom, and my Dad.”

Evelyn — “Daddy, Benjamin, Grayson, Mommy.”

Gisele — “Nana, and Pop-Pop, Nat-Nat, and Mee-Mee.”

Grant — “My Mommy and Daddy, and Jack, and Evan.”

Henoc — “Bluebirds, Daddy, Israel, Hadassa, Mommy.”

Israel — “My Mommy and my Daddy, and Daniel, and my Nancy and Gina and Fran, and my sister, and my baby sister,
and Henoc.”

Kennedy — “Mommy, Daddy, Nana and Pop-Pop, and Mom-Mom, and my sister.”

Lucca — “Mommy, Daddy, Olivia, and Hailey, Camden, Jonathan, and Tyler.”

Marleigh — “My Mommy and my Dada, and my sister Sydney, sister Riley, sister Morgan.”

Parker — “Mommy and Daddy.”

Peyton — “My Mama, Alan, Josiah, Jackson, my Maverick, Theo.” I “

Weekly Themes:
February 4™ — 8t: Teeth/Going to the Dentist
February 11" —15":  Love/Friendship e

February 18" —22":  Dinosaurs
Feb. 25" — Mar. 1% Dr. Seuss

Special Dates:

February 7":  ECCC Family Event: Love in the Winter 6:00 — 7:30 p.m.
February 12™: Pals with Explorers

February 14™: Valentine’s Day Party

February 18™: Happy 4™ Birthday Kennedy!



Cubs/Hive News
February, 2019

We had a busy January! The themes were winter wonderland, artic animals and hibernation. T he
students enjoyed these topics and had fun with the various art projects. We also wenttothe Wi nt er s
Heritage House for story and craft time. The students always enjoy going to the Heritage House. We
learned the letters S, I, B and D in January. Next m onth we will focus on the letters U, V, W and X.

February Themes
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Week 1 Feb 4-8: P oetry week

Week 2 Feb 11-15: Val entinebds Day
Week 3 Feb 18-22: Presidents Day

Week 4 Feb 25-Mar 1: Dental week and healthy foods week

Important Dates to Remember
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February 1% - pajama party and bring your stuffed bear day.

February 7" i Family Event- Love in the Winter 6:00-7:30, must pre -register
February 8" i Field Trip to the Heritage House

February 8"1 A d e | §"rBitlsday

February 14" i Clak® 5" Birthday

February14"Val enti neb6s Day Party

When the children wer e asked what do you think of
They respondedéeé.

Adelyn i giving a present

Anslee 1 you get love

Barrett T hearts and you decorate valentines

Bent ley i kisses and love

Clark - love everybody

Connor 1 happy

Cora- love

Dallas - my mom and dad love me
Ellis T mom loves me

Emelia - my dog will kiss me
Grayson 1 love
Isabelle 7 Ilove to hug mommy and daddy o

Madalyn 1 when my mom gives me candy
Madison - how mommy loves me
Nola 7 doggy

Oliver 1 hot chocolate

Reed 71 1 like it because you can have a party

Rhys 7 mac and cheese

Savannah 1 adress

Shawn T tattoos that are Jurassic World, and you can play
Sofia 7 new glue

Sydney - my mommy
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Explorer / Investigator Newsletter

February 2019
February 1: We will celebrate Groundhog’s Day. We will create shadows and make a special
treat. Don’t forget the last one out of bed is the groundhog!
February 4 - 15: We will study the heart. We will focus on eating healthy and exercise. We will also
share what makes us a good friend.
February 15: We will have a Valentine’s Day Party. As part of that party we will exchange Valentine’s

Card. | have already provided a list of classmate names in your
child’s basket. Thisisa No school Day but ECCC is open

February 18 — 22: We will study dental health.

February 25 — March 1: Author study of Pat Hutchins: Her books have some great math and language
activities. Book titles: Don’t forget the Bacon, Changes Changes, The Doorbell Rang,
The Wind Blew, Rosie’s Walk.

Dates to remember:

February 7 Family Event: Love in the Winter 6:00-7:30 - Sign up sheets went out already stop in
office if you need a new sheet!

February 8 Explorers: Heritage House - we leave at 9:15

February 14 early dismissal from kindergarten

February 15 and 18 no school ECCC is open

March 1 Explorers: Heritage House - we leave at 9:15

Our favorite Thing about Winter:

Daniela & Braylin: Playing outside

Dominic, Elijah, Tyrion, Reed, Ethan Snow

Cole, Lily, Liam, Charlotte Sledding

Katie Drinking hot chocolate

Kamryn & Emma Making a snowman

Angela & Anaiyah Snowball fights

Noelle Catching a snowflake on my tongue




LITTLE RASCALS FEBRUARY 2019 NEWSLETTER

IMPORTANT DATES:

FEBRUARY 7: LOVE IN THE WINTER FAMILY EVENT 6:00-7:30 (must pre-register)
FEBRUARY 14: EARLY DISMISSAL (ECCC OPEN)

FEBRUARY 15: NO SCHOOL (ECCC OPEN)

FEBRUARY 18: NO SCHOOL (ECCC OPEN)

FEBRUARY 26, 27, 28: LITTLE RASCALS CONFERENCES

We asked the some of our Little Rascals the following question: “What is Love?”
Jackson: I don’t know! | can feel it in my body because Jesus lives in my heart ]
Paighton: Love means you are in love with someone. For example, when you have a stuffed animal and you
love it and talk to it!
Haydin: Love is what is in your heart towards your family. The blood travels through your “cellsus” and that is
how love works!
Kailey: You can feel love! Love makes you happy and | feel it when I’'m around my family!
Addisyn: Love is when you care for your family and friends!
Peri: | kinda know what is love. It's when people care for each other! You can see it when people are nice to
each other!
Miranda: It's when two people love each other, get married and have kids!
Joey: Someone taking care of youl!
Ella: Huh? Love is a good thing. It makes you happy!
Sonja: I'm still asleep. Catch me later 1
Liam: Love is like doing something nice for your parents. Like doing chores for my mom and folding blankets.
| made cold coffee into hot coffee for my mom and | massaged her back!
Grayson: Hmm! It’s a hard question! You can feel it | guess like emotionally!
Manasse: Love is to like someone. You give your heart to your family!
Renata: When you love something so much, you really love it! Like my family | love so much!
Ahsha: When you really care about someone and you want to help them and give them advice!
Violet: Love is kindness! You can feel love and it makes you happy! Love is being grateful i
Ayden: You can feel it in your heart. When my family makes me happy, | feel love!
Alexis: My mommy hasn’t talked to me about love! But | know it’s when she cuddles with me, | feel love!

JANUARY RECAP: The children had a lot of fun playing with different illumination in some of our centers!
They were able to experience painting on a light cube in the art center, exploring the light table in the math
center using view thru geometric shapes, playing flash light tag for the large motor activity! They really
enjoyed playing with the lights off and having special lighting effects to explore throughout the centers!
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MUCH LOVE FROM THE LITTLE FRASCAL




