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Upcoming events… 
Wed May 8  7:00-8:30am    
Muffins With Moms & Other Special Ladies  
 
Mon May 27  
ECCC closed for Memorial Day. 
 
A few reminders… 
Sub sale orders are due Tuesday, May 7, and 
subs will be available for pickup Thursday, May 
30 at the covered entrance.  
 
Please apply sunscreen to your children 
before bringing them to the center in the 
morning. If you supply a bottle of it, we will 
reapply it in the afternoons and other times 
when necessary.  Please label the bottle with 
your child’s first and last name. The 
sunscreen may not contain insect repellent.  
 
We appreciate families keeping children 
home when they show signs of illnesses, 
including fever, vomiting, diarrhea, or 
symptoms of contagious illnesses.  It helps 
us to cut down on the spread of germs, and 
allows your child’s immune system a chance 
to fight off the illness. We ask that children 
stay home until they are symptom free 
without medication.   
 
Sneakers are the most appropriate shoes to 
wear for active play. Sandals, jellies and shoes 
with elevated heels may be dangerous. Flip 
flops are not permitted to be worn daily. They 
may only be worn during splash days this 
summer. Just remember, the children will be 
playing outdoors and they need to be able to run 
and climb safely in their shoes. 
 
Stop into the office to update your child(ren)’s 
file(s) during your designated week!  
 
Conferences will be available for infants, 
toddlers, and preschool children this month. 
This is a valuable time to discover all of the 
amazing things he or she has been learning. 
Come prepared to not only learn about your 
child’s many accomplishments at ECCC, but 
to share what you’ve seen your child do at 
home. Working together, we can provide an 
amazing early childhood experience and a 
strong foundation for your child’s future 
learning. 
 

THANK YOU!!!!! A huge thank you to everyone 
who helped us celebrate our 50th Anniversary on 
Saturday, April 27.  Despite the wind, we had a 
great time celebrating with music, games, food, 
Teachers, Friends and Families!  
 
Elizabethtown Area School District has changed 
their school calendar for this year.  The last day 
of school will now be Friday, May 31 (as was 
originally planned), which means that our last 
day of our school year program will also be 
Friday, May 31.  Our summer program will 
begin on Monday, June 3.  If your family is 
staying home for the summer, but you need 
extended time, please make sure you make 
arrangements with the office!  
 
Teaching Literacy Through Nature: 
When children are first learning to read, they 
seem to use all of their visual ability to 
essentially ‘photograph’ words, seeing print as a 
whole,” write Christine Kiewra and Tina Reeble 
in the book, Growing with Nature. “They next 
begin to understand that words can be broken 
into parts (letters or graphemes) and that those 
parts represent spoken sounds (phonemes). As 
children figure out the process of connecting 
letters to sounds, experiences in outdoor 
classrooms can support their understanding of 
these whole-to-part relationships, which occur in 
abundance in nature. Experiences in the natural 
world can also facilitate letter discrimination, 
which is an important step in developing both 
reading and writing fluency…It is interesting to 
note, as Ellen Galinsky does in her book, Mind 
in the Making, that all the world’s languages 
have an amazing regularity in the number of 
times that intersections (like T’s, L’s and X’s) are 
present in the shapes of letters. Fascinatingly, 
those shapes with intersections occur at the 
same rate in natural scenes as they do in written 
language. 
So, an activity such as taking young children on 
an outdoor “shape walk’ not only helps them to 
see patterns in the natural world, it also helps 
with later letter recognition. Providing natural 
materials such as twigs and logs (that contain 
many naturally occurring shapes) is also a great 
way to help children think about the alphabet.” 

From Exchange Every Day, April 23, 2019 
“It is a wholesome and necessary thing for us to turn 
again to the earth and in the contemplation of her 
beauties to know the sense of wonder and humility.” 
-Rachel Carson 

http://mail.ccie.com/go/eed/21223


Inchworm News 
May 2019 

 
Dear Families, 
April Recap 
April was a wonderful month in the Inchworm room.  We colored eggs with crayons and painted eggs with paint 
and q-tips for our art display. We talked and sang songs about weather. We read lots of books about weather and 
insects. We played outside when we could, and had lots of gross motor activities in the room on cold or rainy 
days. The babies especially enjoyed the ball popper, learning about wind as the balls blew out of the top and 
enjoying chasing the balls around the room.  
 
Personal Achievement 
Wyatt will be graduating to the Firefly room in June. He is becoming quite a talker, using words, names, and 
phrases to communicate with the teachers and his friends. Wyatt is a big helper to the teachers at clean up time, 
putting toys on shelves and into bins, and also crawling under the cribs to retrieve lost toys. He is good at following 
several step directions, such as “please go find the ball and roll it to me.” 
 
Bentley is going to be moving up to the Firefly room in June. He is exploring climbing onto the furniture, then 
waiting for the teachers to help him back onto the safety of the floor. Bentley likes to put the nesting cups 
together. He is becoming better at problem solving; he can now put the play shoes on himself instead of asking the 
teacher to help, and he works on his own at getting balls that he rolls under a crib. 
 
Mikey will become a Firefly in June, joining several of his graduating Inchworm friends. He is now an accomplished 
independent walker, trotting around the room with the other walkers. Mikey enjoys playing independently, 
exploring toys in the dramatic play area quietly by himself. He gets excited when it is circle time, bouncing along to 
the songs and fingerplays. 
 
Killian will be joining several Inchworm friends in the Firefly room in June. He has mastered walking, easily strolling 
across the room and even down the hallway when he is picked up at the end of the day. Killian especially enjoys 
climbing on the climbing blocks, going up the steps and down the slide with glee. He is using many words and 
phrases, such as “see ya”, “hi”, “byebye”, “more”, and “milk”. 
 
Sebastian has mastered pulling himself up to stand, cruising around the furniture, and stands independently at 
times with a big smile on his face. He is showing off his eleven month old status by becoming an expert at dumping 
bins full of toys from the shelves. Sebastian is happy to be eating from the toddler menu, and is grasping the idea 
of self-feeding like a pro. He enjoys playing with the boxes, standing and pushing them around the room.  
 
Amira is taking steps independently, very excited to be walking. She enjoys exploring the dramatic play corner, 
looking at toys and showing them to the Amira in the mirror. Amira especially enjoys the nesting cups and shape 
sorters, or pretty much any toy that has a lot of parts to dump out. She has fun playing in the play house, 
especially when the boys are all busy playing elsewhere. 
 
IMPORTANT DATES: We will celebrate with Sebastian on May 17th as he turns one year old!  
Wednesday, May 8: Muffins with Mom 7:00-8:30; must pre-register 
 
Looking Ahead: In May, we will learn about plants and flowers. We will read books about flowers and sing songs 
about growing plants and colorful flowers. In June, we will learn about bugs and insects.  
Also in June, we will say goodbye to some of our current Inchworms as they become Fireflies, and we will have 
fun meeting some new Inchworms. We will paint or color, and move and dance. We will continue to work on our 
large and fine motor skills, and learning signs and words and songs.  
 



       The Inchworm Staff-- 
       Miss Chris, Miss Susie, and Miss Sierra 

 

 

Firefly Newsletter 
May, 2019 

 

 

 

  Summer is almost here!  You may want to check your child’s box of extra clothes for 

warmer weather things.  Also please apply sunscreen to your child before coming to the center.  We 

would also like a bottle to keep here to reapply in the afternoon.   

 

 Parent Teacher conferences are available by the end of the month; please watch for a signup sheet! 

 

 

 

Things we enjoyed: 

The construction trucks and dirt were a really big hit for almost all the children. They really enjoyed 

dumping filling the trucks with the dirt.  This was especially a big hit with Dominic, Owen, Carter, 

Carson, Xander, and Logan. 

 

The Egg Hunt was a lot of fun for the children.  I was surprised that they could find some of the more 

hidden eggs.   Benjamin, Leo, Hadassa, Anna, and Bub would have hunted for eggs all day if they 

could have! 

 We have been taking advantage of the warmer weather and enjoying the great outdoors.  Some of the 

almost three year old children are getting ready to move up so we have been using the bigger playground 

with all the two year olds.  Brandon, Julia, Amelia, and Kelsey were very excited to try out the big slide 

and climbers. They have really been working on those large motor skills. 

 

Upcoming Units:  

 

Moms  

Babies   

Pets 

Zoo  

Fish and fishing 

 

 

 

Dates to Remember: 

Wednesday, May 8: Muffins with Mom 7:00-8:30; must pre-register 

Friday, May 31: Last day of school year 

Monday, June 3: First day of Summer program 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Chipmunk Chatter 

May, 2019 

Units of Study 

 May 1 – Worm Program 

May 6 – Moms and Other Special Women 

 May 9 – Muffins with Moms 7-8:30 

May 13 - – Author Appreciation – Eric Carle 

May 20 – Dirt, Mud, Puddles and Worms  

 May 27 – ECCC Closed 

May 29 – Art 

  May 31– Last day of “this group” party 

 

**Please watch for sign-up sheet for Parent/Teacher Conferences this month** 

  

Children learn best through play and by exploring their environment. Throughout 

the year, we’ve been guiding your child as he or she is learning various concepts. We 

provide different activities and learning materials to stimulate your child’s curiosity and 

to meet your child’s individual learning needs. We use the Pennsylvania Learning 

Standards for Early Childhood as a guideline for instruction. The guidelines are near the 

calendar in our room. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bluebirds Newsletter 

May 2019 

 Dear Parents, 
 In April, we learned about Rain, doing hands-on activities to show how the water cycle works, creating 
drip paintings to look like rain, and exploring water, funnels, and colanders in the sensory table. “The Week of the 
Young Child” was our theme for the following week. We had a theme for each day of the week too. We had 
“Music Monday,” “Tasty Tuesday,” “Work Together Wednesday,” “Artsy Thursday,” and “Family Friday.” On 
Monday, we sang familiar songs, played musical instruments, and sang along to our favorite Pete the Cat books. 
We each created a healthy vs. unhealthy food chart at the art table by cutting and pasting pictures of food from 
grocery store ads on Tuesday. Then on Wednesday, we worked together in pairs to build a tower of blocks in the 
correct order from number 1 to 10. To be artsy on Thursday, we created our own face masks. Then on Friday, we 
went on a walk to Representative Hickernell’s office to sing for them, deliver the book we made for them about 
what we like to do at ECCC, and to advocate for early childhood education! The next week, the theme was 
Easter/Eggs. We learned what animals come from eggs, graphed jelly beans, and matched uppercase letters to 
lowercase letters on paper eggs. Earth Day/Recycling was the theme for the last week in April. We discussed and 
read books about how we can take care of the Earth, practiced recycling and sorting recyclable items, painted 
with recycled items, and explored sand, water, and rice with plastic containers, bottles, jars, and bottle caps. 
 
Question of the Month: “Why Do You Love Your Mom?” 
Avery – “Because she works here. She stays home with me.” 
Brianna – “Because she snuggles with me, and cuddles, and she also loves me, and also washes the dishes.”  
Brooklyn – “Because she plays with me with games all the time, like Junior Monopoly, Monopoly, and hand 

games.” 
Evelyn – “Because she always gives me kisses. Because I just love her.” 
Gisele – “Because I’m going to go to Hersheypark. Because I love her so much and we do so many special things.” 

(Mee-Mee) 
Grant – “Because she always snuggles with me. Because I like the food she makes.”  
Henoc – “She makes cookies for me.” 
Israel – “Because I like to sleep with her. She cooks bread and cookies and pancakes and biscuits. I like to walk to 

church with her.” 
Kennedy – “Because she gets me a dress for Easter. Because she plays with me.” 
Lucca – “Because she kisses me. Because I hug her. And she’s pretty.” 
Marleigh – “Because she takes me to Hersheypark. Because she lets me ride all the rides. Because she loves me. 

She makes me smile all day.” 
Parker – “Because her always says clean up. Because I’m her best friend.” 
Peyton – “Because I like playing games with her.” 
 
Weekly Themes:  
May 1st – 3rd:  Birds & Worms 
May 6th – 10th:  Mother’s Day 
May 13th – 17th:  Farm 
May 20th – 24th:  Flowers/Planting 
May 27th – 31st:  Artists: Let’s Get Creative! 
June 3rd – 7th:  Kids’ Choice 
 
Special Dates: 
May 1st:  In-house Field Trip: Worms   May 21-23:  Parent-Teacher Conferences 
May 8th:  Pals with Explorers   May 27th: ECCC Closed: Happy Memorial 
Day 



May 8th: Muffins with Mom 7-8:30 a.m.   May 31st: Last day of school year 
Cub/Hive Newsletter 

May 2019 
We’re getting to the time of year when it’s becoming warmer outside and the children are beginning to get sweaty 

and thirsty as they play.  Please consider bringing a water bottle for your child.  Don’t forget to label it with their 
first and last names. 

 
If your child comes home in borrowed ECCC clothing due to an accident of some kind, please be sure to 

launder and return those clothes as soon as possible.  We have a very limited supply of spare clothing that is 

dwindling rapidly, so the best option is for you to make sure your child has his or her own clothes in their basket or 
bin.  We may be forced to interrupt your work day with a request for clothing if we can’t find spares to fit. 

 
We are so proud of our Cubs!  They have made tremendous progress in problem solving and making better choices 

when they are upset.  They are learning to talk things out, listen to each other, and cooperate more.  Our 

classroom has become a calmer and more peaceful environment thanks to our focus on social-emotional growth 
last month, and we will continue to work together this month as we explore more about feelings and how to 

process them.   

 
May themes 
April 29-May 3 – Garden 
May 6-10 – Flowers/Mothers 

May 13-18 – Insects 
May 21-25 – Insects/Memorial Day 

May 28-31 – Insects  

 
Cub Thoughts:  What is special about your mom/grandma? 
Adelyn – She helps me clean my room 
Anslee – She helps me find my shoes 

Barrett – She reads to me in the rocking chair 
Bentley – I like snuggling her and kissing her 

Clark – She plays hide-n-seek 

Connor – She picks me up from school sometimes 
Cora – She gives me a kiss and a hug before school 

Dallas – I like to give her hugs and kisses 
Ellis – I like when she snuggles with me 

Emelia – She takes care of me a lot 

Grayson – She helps me build stuff with Legos and blocks 
Izzy – I like it when she gives me hugs 

Maddie – She takes me to the store to get some toys 
Madison – She watches shows with me 

Nola – My mommy takes me to my Grandma’s house 

Oliver – She helps me build my Lego sets 
Reed – I like when she takes me and my dad to a hotel 

Rhys – She made me special eye patches 
Savannah – She takes me to Hershey Park 

Shawn – I kiss her because I love her 
Sofia – I like to give her hugs and kisses 

Sydney – Her takes me to the dentist 

 
Dates to Remember:   
May 4th – Cora’s birthday 
May 8th – Muffins With Mom 7:00-8:30; must pre-register 

May 12th – Ellis’s birthday 

May 27th – Memorial Day; ECCC closed 

May 29th – Grayson’s birthday 
May 31- last day of school year 
June 3 – first day of summer program 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 
BY 

http://www.becentsable.net/2011/04/spring-fashion-on-a-budget-tip-from-a-reader-12.html/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


 
 
 

EXPLORERS/INVESTIGATORS 
May 2019

Mrs. Rodgers and Miss Sharon have been working with the Explorers, and Miss Yvette has been 
working with the Investigators, during Mrs. Anderson’s absence.  Please feel free to see one of them, 
or stop in the office, if you have any questions!  
 
Upcoming Themes: 
 
Birds:   Kinds of birds, Bird watching  where do they live?   
 
Mothers and Flowers:    We will start to grow some flowers in our room.  What jobs do our special 
ladies have? 
 
Pond life:  There are many great stories about ducks, frogs and dragonflies. Each day we will 
discover a different pond animal.  We will also eat like a frog, wobble like a duck, hide like a turtle.  
 
Gardens:   We will grow some vegetables. 
 
Unicorn and dragons:   Lots of fairytale stories! 
 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
May 8 Muffins with Moms and other special ladies  7-8:30 am (fellowship hall) 
 
May 27 Memorial Day (ECCC closed) 
 
May 31 last day of school year 
 
June 3 Summer program begins 
 
 
 
Leaving Kindergarten Poem: 
Come and listen to our story about what we did this year 
We’ve been working very hard and we think that it is clear 
We’ve learned a lot of stuff and made some real good friends 
Now we’re leaving kindergarten but our learning doesn’t end 
First grade, bigger numbers, bigger words 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
LITTLE RASCALS MAY 2019 NEWSLETTER 
 

Just as flowers need water, sun and air to grow, we offer a variety of activities that will help the 

children to grow in many ways!  We put a spin on learning by encouraging the children’s imagination 

through creative play!   

 

We try our best to plan our activities based on the children’s interests!  Some of their interests can 

get a bit challenging and sounds like fun but we have to always take into consideration the safety issues 

involved.  They express their disappointments and that’s when we help to problem solve and brain storm 

with an appropriate solution.  Problem solving is a very important tool we encourage and guide the 

children to practice in resolving a disagreement.  We understand that all children are not alike.  Some 

have a difficult time accepting and understanding another person’s point of view and then there are some 

who do understand and are more willing to work together to resolve the problem.  Helping and guiding 

the children to problem solve is a work in progress.  We hope that this valuable tool will also help them in 

their everyday life for always! 

 

We asked some of the children the following question: “What do you enjoy best while in our 

school age program?” 

 

Peri:  I enjoy the creative art center! 

 

Addisyn B.:  I like art, the Barbies and doll houses and the fact that I 

can bring in some of my toys! 

 

Ellyn:  Mostly I enjoy the large motor games! 

 

Emily:  I like playing with my friends, the art center, the large motor 

games, sometimes breakfast!  Basically everything! 

 

Brooklyn; Addison M.:  I really enjoy creative art, gymnastic mats 

and that we don’t have to take naps 😊  

 

Paighton:  I like that we have many choices! 

 

Haydin:  I like playing with the Kindles, Barbies and doll houses! 

 

Jackson:  Art sometimes, Kindles and the large motor games! 

 

Bradyn:  I like playing with my friends 😊  

 

IMPORTANT DATES:  

MAY 8:    7-8:30 am: Muffins with Mom and other Special Ladies (must pre-register) 

MAY 24:  EARLY DISMISSAL 

MAY 27:  NO SCHOOL (ECCC CLOSED:  HAPPY MEMORIAL DAY!) 

MAY 31: LAST DAY OF SCHOOL (regular day of school) 

JUNE 3: FIRST DAY OF SUMMER PROGRAM 
 

 


