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Welcome to another school year at E-town 
Child Care Center!  
We hope you had a great summer.  Can you 
believe how fast it has gone?  We look forward 
to partnering with you and anticipate a fantastic 
year ahead. 
 
If you have questions about tuition accounts, the 
food program or CCIS, contact Elaine 
(eshutt@etownchildcare.org).  For general 
inquiries, contact Crystal 
(cchapman@etownchildcare.org). For all of the 
above plus day to day operations or happenings, 
contact Allyson (acook@etownchildcare.org) or 
Kristi (klong@etownchildcare.org). 
 
A Few Things to Remember… 
We will be closed on Monday, Sept 3 for Labor 
Day.  Enjoy your last few moments of summer! 

 
Please let Elaine know if you need weekly or 
monthly receipts printed out for you. 
 
Don’t forget to check your child’s spare clothes 
to make sure they still fit and are seasonally 
appropriate. 
 
Our parking lot becomes extremely busy during 
the school year. Please, please, please 
remember to drive slowly!  You must park in a 
white lined space, and you need to turn off your 
engine. 
 
It is your responsibility to bring your security 
card.  The office staff are not always available to 
unlock the door quickly.  Office hours are usually 
from 6:30 – 6:00, but sometimes changes do 
occur.  If you don’t have a card, stop by the 
office to order a new one. 
 
Don’t forget to wash your child’s hands when 
they arrive in the morning.  This helps to cut 
down on the spread of germs.  
 
If you drop your child off in the Firefly room in 
the morning, please place any toys your child 
brings in his or her basket before entering the 
Firefly classroom.  Small toys (Lego pieces, etc.) 
are choking hazards for our young friends! 
 
 
 
 

 
Did you know? 
We participate in Giant A-Plus School Rewards!  
Register your bonus card (you can support up to 
2 schools!) at www.giantfoodstores.com.  You 
earn points for yourself and for us each time you 
shop at Giant!  
 
We also participate in Amazon Smile!  If you 
shop Amazon, shop through 
www.smile.amazon.com and select “United 
Churches Of Elizabethtown” as your recipient.  
Each time you make a qualified purchase, 
Amazon gives us .5%!  

 
Four Benefits of Play 
1. Play encourages creativity! Creativity 

involves tapping into the imagination and 
thinking outside the box. Through 
imaginative play, kids explore new ideas and 
interests, creating mini constructs of the 
world around them, and the world that exists 
in their fantasies. 

2. Play strengthens relationships! Through 
play, kids establish new friendships and 
strengthen existing relationships. When lost 
in a world of unstructured play, children are 
free to get to know others and communicate 
their feelings, thoughts, and needs in a safe 
environment.  

3. Play provides stress relief! Children work 
through their feelings and confront triggers of 
stress, a process that increases self-
awareness. Kids are constantly growing and 
learning, confronting new information daily. 
While most of that information is exciting and 
interesting, some of it can be overwhelming 
and tough to process.  

4. Play fosters empathy! Play, be it group or 

solitary in nature, helps kids slow down and 
think about others. When a child cares for a 
stuffed animal, for example, the child 
empathizes with the animal. She considers 
the needs and feelings of the animal and 
proceeds accordingly. Within group play, 
kids learn to work together and listen to one 
another. If they don’t, the play comes to an 

end. Empathy is a skill that helps connect 

us. It’s what makes us human. It’s essential 
that we foster empathy in our children, and 
that begins with play. 
https://www.rootsofaction.com/the-benefits-
of-play-are-oh-so-big/ 
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Inchworm News 
  August/September 2018 

 
Dear Families, 
July/August Recap 
July and August were exciting months in the Inchworm room. We said goodbye to our friend Anna, who 
graduated to the Firefly room, and we got to meet our new friend, Wyatt. We read stories, sang songs, and talked 
about transportation and opposites. We enjoyed playing outside in the warm spring weather, and talked about 
the many vehicles we saw. We had fun with the new doll cradle, multi-cultural foods, and the fun new tent that 
came from a generous grant from Gina Strouse. Thank you for the great additions to our dramatic play area! 
 
Personal Achievement 
Hadassa is standing independently and is beginning to take some independent steps. She likes to show the 
teachers her nose, tongue and eyes. Hadassa claps her hands for “If You’re Happy and You Know It”, and pats her 
head for the second verse. She turned one year old on August 10, and the Inchworms had a fun time celebrating 
with her! Happy birthday, Hadassa!   
 
Carson is now a full time independent walker. He proudly carries a toy or two with him as he toddles across the 
room, looking to the teachers for approval. Carson has fun playing in the new rocketship tent, crawling in and out 
and playing with the large stuffed animals that live in there. He likes to snuggle with the other babies, sitting by 
them and lying back onto their laps like he did with Anna when she was still an Inchworm. 
 
Wyatt is a very content baby, entertaining himself by exploring the toys around the room, but gladly joining in for 
song time and other group activities. He crawls on his hands and knees, but finds that he can make better time 
army crawling. Wyatt pulls up at the furniture and tables, cruising around them to explore the toys and furniture. 
He spends lots of fun time in the garden/house making it sing and bouncing along to the music. 
 
Bentley has mastered his own method of moving around the room, sitting up, leaning forward onto his knees, then 
back onto his bottom, scooting everywhere. He tries to keep up with the other movers in the room, wanting to play 
where they are playing. Bentley likes to explore the bins of toys now that he can move around. He has popped 
three teeth through his gums, and is working on more, still enjoying the frozen teethers.  
 
Kasaiah is crawling and pulling up to stand at the furniture and tables. She is much happier to play without the 
teachers beside her now that she can explore the room herself. Kasaiah enjoys eating the foods from the toddler 
menu and is getting better at feeding herself. She loves song time, bouncing and clapping along as the teachers 
sing some of her favorite songs.  
 
Killian is sitting up independently very well for short periods of time, enjoying the ability to play with the other 
babies. He enjoys tummy time, and is rolling over frequently. Killian has fun playing with the balls, grasping them 
and exploring them with his eyes and mouth. He likes to stand on the teacher’s lap, talking and laughing with her.  
 
IMPORTANT DATES: CARSON will turn one year old on September 8th! We look forward to celebrating his big day 
with him! Happy birthday, Carson! 
 
Looking Ahead: In September, we will learn about colors since harvest time is here and there are so many colors 
to see during this time. We will read books and sing songs about colors and farming and vegetables and fruits. We 
will paint or color and move and dance. We will continue to work on our large and fine motor skills, and learning 
signs and words and songs. We will say goodbye to Kasaiah as she moves to a new home, and to Hadassa as she 
becomes a Firefly, and we will have fun getting to know our new Inchworm friends. 
       The Inchworm Staff-- 
       Miss Chris, Miss Susie, and Miss Sierra 



Firefly News 

September, 2018 
 

Welcome to the Firefly Room! 

 

We are all looking forward to a great new school year in the Firefly room!  

Our friend Landon is graduating to the Chipmunk room and we want to wish him the best and let 

him know we will miss him! 

We are welcoming Owen and Leo back to the room, we’ve missed them this summer! 

Hadassa will be coming to us from the Infant room and we are all excited to get to know them 

better.  Alexander, Amelia, Andrew, Anna, Brandon, Dominic, Julia, Kalani, Kelsey, Parker, and 

Zoe are now the big kids in the room.  It’s so hard to believe they are now the big kids, they have grown 

so much over the last few months! 

 

A Few Reminders: 

 Please label everything you bring into the center.  We sometimes have mix-ups and the 

children love to rearrange baskets so please label it all!   

 Check your child’s folder and box daily for important information.   

 Check the boxes one top of the cubbies.  When children need changed we put their dirty 

clothing in these boxes, if you notice one check the name to see if it was your child. 

 Please bring a blanket for nap.  If your child will be taking it home every night let us know 

because we store blankets and other nap items in bags with the cots; if you can’t find it at 

the end of the day it may be in the nap bag.  

 Each child has a color coded bag to put jackets and coats in.  This helps cut down on the 

spread of germs and keeps items contained. Each bag is labeled with a child’s name. 

 If you choose to use pull-ups for your child, please consider the type with the Velcro sides. 

When we have to change the other type we have to completely remove everything from 

the waist down to put a new pull-up on, which can be very time consuming with fifteen 

children.  It makes it a lot easier for the children and the staff to replace the type with the 

Velcro.  Thank you for your help and understanding.  

 

Things we will be talking about this month….. 

The room:   We will be getting to know each other and the room.  

Family:            This week we will be talking about who is in our family. Please bring in pictures of 

your family so we can hang them in the room! 

Ourselves:       We are still getting to know our new friends and so this week we will get to know 

all about us. 

Friends:            Now we can get to know our friends and learn about social interactions. 

All things autumn:   This is the time of year to get ready for fall.  We will begin talking about and   

watching for the things that happen during fall, and will continue into October. 

 

Song of the month: 

The Leaves are Falling Down   Dates to remember… 

The leaves are falling down.       

 The leaves are falling down.   Sept 3rd          Center closed 

School is here and Fall is near. 

The leaves are falling down 
 

 



Chipmunk Chatter 

August/September 2018 

Welcome Friends! 

Avery, Casey, Evelyn, Hudson, Hunter, Isaac, Israel, Kennedy, Landon, Mallory, Nevalynn 

Units of Study  

August 27 – September 7 – Friendship, Crayons and Colors  

September 10 – I Am Special 

September 17 - Literature Appreciation – Clifford the Big Red Dog 

September 24- Apples 

 Reminders:   

 Please continue bringing a clean filled water bottle daily 

 Please continue to wash hands before entering the room 

 Crib sheets fit the cots nicely and are more comfortable 

 ECCC Closed September 3rd  

Please feel free to contact me with any questions by: PreciouStatus, an email to Allyson or Kristi, 

or if more urgent, by phone from 1:30 – 2:30.  Mrs. Joan 

Oh, I Went to School 

(Tune: Oh, I Stuck My Head in a Little Skunk’s Hole) 

Oh, I went to school 

And my teacher said to me, 

“There’s a lot to do, 

There’s a lot to see!” 

With my eyes, (point to eyes) 

With my ears, (point to ears) 

With hands, (show hands) 

With my head, (point to head) 

I learn here. (Hold out arms)  

 
 
 
 
 



Bluebirds Newsletter 

August/September 2018 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
 Welcome to the Bluebirds class for the 2018 – 2019 School Year! The children in the Bluebirds class are: 
Brianna, Brooklyn, Gisele, Grant, Henoc, Lucca, Marleigh, Nola, Parker, Peyton, and Sydney. We look forward to 
our new class and welcome the new children into the Bluebirds class! We will enjoy getting to know each other, 
exploring and learning together, and growing in all areas of development. We anticipate this will be a great school 
year! 
 
Weekly Themes:  
August 27th – 31st: Back to School/All About Me 
September 3rd – 7th: Emotions & Manners 
September 10th – 14th: Shapes & Colors 
September 17th – 21st: Trees, Leaves, and Squirrels 
September 24th – 28th: Apples 
 
 
Special Dates: 
September 1st:  Happy 4th Birthday Grant! 
September 3rd:   Labor Day – ECCC Closed 
September 23rd: Happy 4th Birthday Henoc!  
 
 
Bluebirds Staff: 
The lead teacher is Miss Kelsey. She works from 6:15 am – 3 pm. The assistant teacher is Miss Heather. She works 
from 7:30 am – 4:30 pm. If you would like to contact us for any reason, please do so by calling ECCC at  
(717) 361-9824, sending us a message through PreciouStatus, or by emailing our class email: 
bluebirds@etownchildcare.org.  
 
 
In-House Field Trips: 
The Bluebirds class and the Chipmunks class plan to have 5 in-house field trips together throughout the school 
year. The field trips will be brought to us by Lancaster Parks and Recreation, and will teach us about various 
science topics, using the help of visuals and hands-on activities. More information will come closer to the date of 
each in-house field trip. 
 
 
Pals: 
For one day each month, the Bluebirds class gets together with the Explorers (Kindergarten) class and we do fun, 
engaging learning activities together. Each child in the Bluebirds class is paired with a child from the Explorers 
class. The children spend time in both of the 2 classrooms and they work and play together with their “Pal” at the 
different learning centers. Each month they are paired with the same partner. So, throughout the year, it’s 
wonderful to see the older children helping the younger children and to see them form a special friendship!  
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Cub/Hive Newsletter 
September 2018 

 

 
Welcome to all the new families who are joining us in the Cub/Hive Room for the fall.  We are 

excited about all the fun activities we will be experiencing inside and outside the classroom this 

year.  Remember to look at our information board and read the notes on PreciouStatus daily so you 

do not miss any information about what is happening. Breakfast is served daily between 8-8:30 and 

lunch is served at noon.   

 

The Cub Classroom is currently looking for a Lead Teacher.  Until that teacher is hired Miss Cindy 

will be preparing the weekly lessons with Miss Jacquee and Miss Dori assisting.  All three staff has 

experience working in the Cub/Hive rooms.  Please contact any of them with classroom questions or 

concerns.  You may also send a message on PreciouStatus which they will respond to on the same 

day. 

 

In September the weather starts to get cooler.  Every day the Cub children go outside to play on 

the playground (unless it is raining).  Please make sure your child is prepared with a jacket or 

sweatshirt as the days get cooler.  Some mornings it will be cool but in the afternoon it will be 

warm in the month of September.  We want your child to be comfortable outside as they play. 

 

The month of September the Cub Classroom will be focusing on learning classroom routines, 

classroom expectations and building healthy relationships.  The week of September 10 we will start 

learning the letters of the alphabet, playing weekly sound games, and start PATHS curriculum.  

PATHS is a weekly lesson that teaches social and emotional lessons.  More information will be 

handed out when PATHS starts.  

  

September Themes: 

 Week of August 27th – All About Me 

 Week of September 4th  – Friends 

 Week of September 10th – Healthy Habits 

 Week of September 17th – Autumn 

 Week of September 24th – Leaves, Leaves, Leaves 
 

Happy 5th Birthday 

 September 19 – Gunner 

 September 20 – Shawn 

 

Dates to Remember: 

 Monday, September 3 – ECCC is closed for Labor Day 

 Saturday, September 22 – First Day of Autumn 

 
 
 
 



Explorers’ & Investigators’ newsletter                                                                                              

 September 2018 

Explorers are PM Kindergarteners who will be at ECCC for the morning and may or may not return after Kindergarten.     

Investigators are AM Kindergarteners who will be at ECCC for the afternoon and may or may not be at the center before 
kindergarten.      

 Kindergarten will start on Wednesday, August 29th.  Therefore your child will be at ECCC Monday and Tuesday    all day 
unless it is your conference day.  During no school days you will find us in our room   There is a sign outside our room that will 
let you know where we are when we are not in our room.  

Classroom  Expectations: 

Be prepared 

Be responsible 

Respect personal and classroom belongings 

 

Some helpful tips for the room 

 Please carry your ID with you during the first few weeks. We are all working on getting to know one 
another. 

 Please remember to sign your child in and out every day. 

 A daily schedule will come out separately from this letter. 

 Also be sure to have your child wash hands before entering the classroom in the morning. 

 Please be sure to let us know if your child will not be returning from kindergarten (leave a note on the 
Sign-in sheet or call the office). We will call if your child does not return. 

 There is a sign that hangs right outside our classroom door. This sign will tell you where we are if we are 
not in our room, for example, when we are in fellowship hall or on the playground. 

 Please be sure to keep extra clothes in your child’s basket. There are times when accidents happen and 
we like to send the children to school neat and clean.  

 Investigators may bring a light blanket for rest time. This may be hung on the hook with your child’s coat. 
We have a mat for every child. We rest for about 45 minutes, your child does not need to sleep but in the 
beginning of the year they often do. Explorers feel free to send in rest things on no school days. 

 There is a bag hanging from a second hook under your child’s name.  This bag is for your child’s coat 
when the need arises to wear coats. 

 Feel free to contact us with any questions at 361-9824 or leave a note, we will be happy to contact you. 

 We will be using the PreciouStatus tool to communicate with parents.  If you are not set-up with this tool 
please stop in the office for sign-up information.  Thank you 

The first week we will spend the week getting to know one another and going over our school and bus rules.  We 
practice these things a great deal the first week. 

September 3 - 7 Days of the week                                                                                                                          Each month 
we work on a poem for the month. By January the children will be able to read that poem on their own. Along 
with the poem is a calendar for the month which allow us to work on the basic of a calendar. 

September 10 - 14 What’s in a name?  

Are names are very important.  This is a great way for us to learn our names and why it is important to use our 
names on ever paper.                                                                                                  



September 17 -- 21  introduction to games and puzzles    Both activities are a great way to increase memory, to 
problem solve and to work together.  Great skills for starting kindergarten.                                                                                                                                                          

September 24 - 28   We will start a tree study.   Parts of trees, how trees grow, how trees change and why. 

 

 

I (Mrs. Anderson)  look forward to spending this year with your child.  It is such an exciting year! I have been 
working for the center for 20 years. My husband and I have four grown children. We also have three 
grandchildren.  My hours at the center are 7:30- 4:30. This allows me to see the children off to school and return 
from school. You will find a schedule in your child’s basket on the first day. Feel free to ask questions anytime. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WELCOME LITTLE RASCALS 

SCHOOL YEAR 2018-2019 

 
We are looking forward to a great year with many opportunities to grow, learn, and play!  Our 

mission is to provide an environment that is safe, healthy and offer activities that are developmentally 

appropriate for your child/children.  By providing the opportunity to participate in a variety of activities, it 

is our goal that each child will further develop the ability to work and play in a group, as well as the 

ability to participate in self-directed activities.  We wish to foster each child’s respect for self, for others 

and for belongings.  We will encourage constructive, cooperative and respectful attitudes in each child’s 

relationship with his/her peers and with the teachers. 

 

E-TOWN BEARS’ A.M. SCHEDULE 2017-2018   *SUBJECT TO CHANGE* 

6:00  MEET IN FIREFLY ROOM 

6:15  FELLOWSHIP HALL (Tuesday – Friday) 

6:30  FELLOWSHIP HALL (MONDAY) 

6:30-7:00 QUIET ACTIVITIES  

7:00-7:45 FREE PLAY; TABLE ACTIVITIES; ETC. 

7:15-8:00 BREAKFAST 

7:30-8:00 ORGANIZE GAME 

8:00  CLEAN-UP AND TRANSITION 

8:00-8:30 E-TOWN BUSES 

E-TOWN BEARS’ P.M. SCHEDULE 2017-2018 *SUBJECT TO CHANGE* 

3:40-4:15 E-TOWN BUSES 

3:45-4:30 SNACK IS OFFERED/QUIET ACTIVITIES 

4:25  CLEAN-UP 

4:30  TRANSITION 

4:30-5:10 INSIDE ACTIVITIES/OUTSIDE ACTIVITIES 

5:15-5:45 INSIDE FELLOWSHIP HALL FREE CHOICES 

5:45  FIREFLY ROOM 

6:00  CENTER CLOSED 

**HOMEWORK TIME WILL BE DETERMINED BY BUS SCHEDULES** 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 

1. When entering the center, always have your child wash his/her hands.  Also, take notice of the 

bookshelf at the end of the first landing.  This is where we post any changes as to where to pick up 

or drop off your child/children.   

2. Use the notebook sign in/out sheet every day to sign your child in/out.  Also, use the sheet to leave 

messages /notes for the teachers. 

3. Check the notebook and baskets for notes to you from the teachers and/or directors. 

4. Please call the center (361-9824) or notify one of the teachers if your child will not be returning to 

the center from school.  Unless we were notified by a parent, we’ll call if your child doesn’t return  

5. You must accompany your child at all times when he/she is in the building.  This is a state 

regulation. (e.g., you can’t send your child alone into the program while you are in the office 

or dropping off your other child in a different class.) 

6. ECCC closes promptly at 6:00 p.m.  Please check your parent handbook for the late fee policy. 

7. Bring your driver’s license so that any new staff or substitutes can check your ID.  Children may 

not be dismissed to people who are not on the “designated pick-up people” unless a written note is 

given to the teacher by the child’s parent or the office has been notified via oral consent. 

 

TEACHERS: Mrs. Yvette                   Mrs. Deb                    Mr. Nate                   Miss Molly 


